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DRAFT State Water Conservation Strategy for WA 13/09/02

The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association (WA SEA). congratul ates the
Gdlop Labor Government for undertaking a community consultative approach to
examine dl options for Water Conservation in Western Audtrdia WA SEA shares
concern with dl other Western Audtrdian’s a the current water crisswe are
experiencing.

The mgor concern to WA SEA isthe narrow perspective of the State Water
Conservation Strategy. In particular it does not adequately address the issue of
Climate Change and the Water Corporation’s respongbility (leadership) and ability to
reduce Greenhouse Gas emissons. The Premier has linked the current water crisswe
are experiencing to Climate Change and issues of greenhouse are of immense socid
and economic importance to the State.

WA SEA submission addresses the following key issues (sumarised below) which we
believe have not been adequately addressed in the State Water Conservation Strategy
for Western Audrdia

SUMMARY OF ISSUESAND RECOMMENDATIONS

ISSUE

RECOMMENDATION

Climatechangeand
commitment to
decreasing
Greenhouse Gas
emissions

The State Water Conservation Strategy (SWCS) fully quantify the Water
Corporation’s (WC) responsibility towards and impact on climate
change.

The SWCS provide meaningful statistical information regrading WC's
Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions.

For tables presented in the SWCS that GHG emissions areincluded in
the analysis— not just the financial cost.

The SWCS quantify WC'’ s exposure to climate change and the potential
additional costs that this may incur for WA taxpayers. For example,
WC exposure to carbon taxes and what the additional costs would mean
for low income consumers? What isthe risk associated with WC
signing long term contracts for electricity generated by fossil fuel and
how isthisrisk managed?

The SWCSfully examines energy management options.

Purchasing
Renewable Energy

The SWCS adopts a policy that states electricity is preferentially sourced
from renewabl e energy - reduce exposure to future carbon taxes and
provides leadership in addressing GHG emissions, stimulates local
renewable energy industry

The SWCS supports the Gallop Governments commitment towards
ecological sustainable development and invest in renewabl e energy
technologies which will significantly reduce current GHGemissions.

Thetrue costs of
water development
and efficiency options

The SWCS examines dl costs associated with source development and
water efficiency options—in particular greenhouse intensity.

Development of a
sustainable water

policy

The SWCS develop policiesin line with the Gallop Government’s
commitment towards ecological sustainable development

The SWCS develop policies that are congruent to the Gallop
Government’s commitment towards reducing GHG emissions
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Climate Change And Commitment To Decreasing Greenhouse Gas Emissions

WA is currently experiencing the effects of climate change (ie. record low rainfal),
which isaresult of increased greenhouse gas emissons. The Water Corporation is
contributing Sgnificantly to the effects of dimate change. The Water Corporation is
Western Power’ s second largest eectricity customer and on average spends many
million of dollars per annum on fossil fued dectricity. Thisinturn makes the Weter
Corporation one of WA'’s largest contributors of greenhouse gas emissons.

The Water Corporation isin the unique position in that it is able to use this
opportunity to champion the effort in reducing greenhouse gas emissons. One clear
method of reducing its greenhouse gas emissions is through better energy
management — by using energy more efficiently and adopting renewable energy
technologies

WA SEA recommends
The State Water Conservation Strategy (SWCS) fully quantify the Water
Corporation’s responsibility towards and impact on climate change.
The SWCS provide meaningful datistica information regrading WC's GHG
emissions,
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For tables presented in the SWCS that GHG emissions are included in the andysis
— not just the financid cost.

The SWCS quantify WC' s exposure to climate change and the potentia additiond
cogts that this may incur for WA taxpayers. For example, WC exposure to carbon
taxes and what the additiona costs would mean for low income consumers? What
is the risk associated with WC sgning long term contracts for eectricity generated
by fossil fud and how is thisrisk managed?

The SWCS fully examines energy management options.
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Purchasing Renewable Energy

The Water Corporation is one of the greatest contributors of greenhouse gas emisson
through its current energy use. A cost effective and environmentaly sound method of
reducing greenhouse gas emissons, while ill providing ardiable energy source, is
viathe use of renewable energy. Take water desalination as an example. Thisis
ideally suited to renewable energy as the water can be desalinated and stored for use
as required — this can be done at a cost comparable to foss| fud.

While not only reducing greenhouse gas emissions, the Water Corporation aone has
the ability to simulate the renewable energy industry by sdectively purchasing
renewable energy. Purchasang 40MW worth flat could sgnificantly simulate the
sugtainable energy industry in WA aswell as sgnificantly decrease greenhouse gas
emissons

Cost can no longer be a congtraint as to why renewables are not a viable option.
Exigting renewable technol ogies make renewable energy costs comparative to fossl
fud energy. At present, the Water Corporation aready purchases renewable energy
(Landfill Ges) & alower cost than foss| fuel derived dectricity.

The use of renewable energy technologies dso adheres to the Galop Governments
commitment towards ecologica sustainable development. We do not want to seethis
statement as being Smply empty rhetoric. There is opportunity to leverage of Federa
funding to emsure that this principa is achieved.

WA SEA recommends;

The SWCS adopts a policy that states electricity is preferentialy sourced from
renewable energy - reduce exposure to future carbon taxes and provides leadership
in addressing GHG emissons, simulatesloca renewable energy industry

The State Water Conservation Strategy supports the Gallop Governments
commitment towards ecologica sustainable development and invest in renewable
energy technologies which will sgnificantly reduce current GHG emissiors.
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Thetrue costs of water development and efficiency options

The comparative costs of source development options and weter efficiency options
were examined in the State Water Conservation Strategy (see page 24). It is of
concern that only the direct financia costs associated with al the given option were
examined.

WA SEA bdlievesthat it isimperative that other indirect costs, such as greenhouse
intengity, o be akey factor which is congdered in the equation. Greenhouse
intengty must be incdluded in the Methodology. By examining the Greenhouse
intengty of each option, thiswill dso reflect the true sustainability of each option,
what the greatest CO2 costs are now and how will they impact usin the future.

In addition, WA SEA is concerned thet the Water Corporation is exposing WA tax
payersto an increased risk of high water costs by not factoring in the potentid for
greenhouse related taxes and charges that are starting be imposed in Audtraia. For
example, the Mandatory Renewable Energy Target (MRET).

WA SEA recommends

The State Water Conservation Strategy examines all costs associated with source
development and water efficiency options— in particular greenhouse intensity.

Development of a sustainable water policy

It has been identified that the Water Corporation has the ability to sgnificantly
decrease the stat€’ s Greenhouse Gas emissions just by adopting the use of renewable
energy technologies. This dso has the advantage of simulating jobsin the loca
indudtry.

WA SEA bdievesthat a sustainable water policy be adopted that highlights the Water
Corporation’s commitment towards Greenhouse Gas abatement and outline the
methods of achieving this.

WA SEA recommends

The State Water Conservation Strategy develop policies in line with the Galop
Government’ s commitment towards ecologica sustainable devel opment

The State Water Conservation Strategy develop policies that are congruent to the
Gdlop Government’ s commitment towards reducing greenhouse gas emissons
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