17 February 2003

Mr Carl Barrett

RRPGP Officer
Sustainable Energy Development Office (SEDO)
Level 9, 197 St Georges Terrace
PERTH  WA  6000

Dear Carl,

The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association (WA SEA) Inc. fully supports the Sustainable Energy Development Office (SEDO) for endeavouring to secure additional funding from the Australian Greenhouse Office to support the existing RRPGP’s Renewable Energy Water Pumping (REWP) Program.   

WA SEA Inc. is the peak body of the Western Australian sustainable energy industry which promotes the development and adoption of sustainable energy technologies and practices that minimise and/or displace fossil fuel use. WA SEA fully supports government initiatives such as the RRPGP which work towards reduces the need for fossil fuel powered energy generation.  

WA SEA’s renewable energy water pumping members have benefited significantly from the application of this Federal funding. Since its implementation under a year ago, over 130 pumps have been installed with rebates totalling $440,000. In total, approximately $1.5 million of the budget has been approved for around 400 pumps. 

This programs has provided welcome relief to many farmers and pastoralists who have suffered considerably throughout the drought. Almost all regions of WA have benefited from this Program. In particular, the Wheatbelt has accessed more than 50% of all available funding to date, with the Kimberley, Gascoyne, Goldfields-Esperance and Midwest regions also reaping and equal portion of funding. 

This program not only serves to stimulate and develop the renewable energy water pumping industry, but has also led to significant reductions in greenhouse gas emissions. It is estimated that the REWP to date has reduced well over 11,000 tonnes of CO2 per annum. The extra $1.5 million worth of funding will see additional greenhouse savings of over 38,000 tonnes of CO2 per annum.

Additional funding will further assist in developing this industry sector, provide much needed financial assistance to many regional farms, pastoralists and communities and will lead to continued reductions in this state’s total greenhouse gas emissions. WA SEA fully supports this valuable program and hopes further funding can be secured for the future. 

Your sincerely

Matthew Rosser

WA SEA Chair

