FACILITATING SUSTAINABLE ENERGY IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA

EFFECTIVE ACTIONS
The following actions have been identiﬁed by the Western Australian Sustainable Energy
Association (WA SEA) Inc. as cost effective and practical mechanisms to deliver lower
greenhouse gas emissions and strong growth within the local sustainable energy industry.

Renewable Energy
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Renewable energy
retail licence requirements
For Western Australia to advance the use of renewable
energy, it is recommended that a licence requirement be
placed on local electricity retailers requiring a minimum
of 15% of energy sourced from renewable energy by the
year 2010 and increasing to 30% by the year 2020.
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Government commitment to
purchase renewable electricity

The WA Government is the State’s largest user of
electricity and must provide leadership through the
selective purchasing of renewable energy, creating
demand that will stimulate the economies of scale
and cost effective development of renewable energy
projects. The Government should purchase 50% of its
electricity requirements from renewables by the year
2010 increasing to 75% by the year 2020. Such a measure
would also help to ensure that WA is able to realise its
share of the boost provided by the Mandatory Renewable
Energy Target (MRET).

All Renewable Energy Certiﬁcates (RECs)
to be sourced from Western Australia
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All RECs surrendered by Western Power Corporation
must be sourced within WA. WA is required, under
Federal Government legislation, to develop some 250MW
of renewable energy by the year 2010 - if WA does not
construct this capacity it will be built on the eastern
seaboard and WA tax payers will foot the bill (to the
tune of some $600 million dollars in lost construction,
investment, jobs and economic ﬂow-on to the State).
In 2003, Western Power purchased $800,000 to
$1,000,000 worth of RECs from outside the state.
This action resulted in Western Australian’s paying for:
• eastern seaboard sustainable energy projects – at the
cost of local projects; and
• reductions in eastern seaboard greenhouse gas
emissions - while WA’s emissions continued to rise an
equivalent amount.
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The new electricity market accommodates
for the variable nature of renewable energy
The new electricity market must be developed in
such a manner that it accommodates the small scale
and variable nature of renewable energy generation
by using system diversity such as in a mandatory or
voluntary Pool approach. Only through an effective
wholesale market arrangement will the energy
balancing and standby power issues, currently used to
bar entry, be clearly addressed. Bilateral contracting
by itself is an inefﬁcient regime for developing
independent renewable power projects.

5

Proactive assistance
to access Federal funding
WA State Government agencies must provide
coordinated and effective stakeholder assistance to
make sure WA effectively leverages Federal funding
initiatives.
For example, the Photovoltaic Rebate Program (PVRP)
has $40.4 million allocated over 5 years1. Of a total of
104 schools who have accessed PVRP funding only 8
have been from WA. WA schools require support to
assist them (particularly in the form of curriculum
development) in accessing more of this Federal money.

6

Adaptation strategies to
limit climate change impacts
Climate change adaptation strategies must not
contribute to climate change. For example, WA’s
proposed desalination unit to combat Perth’s drying
climate must not be allowed to increase the State’s
fossil fuel use and resultant greenhouse gas emissions.
This is because the greenhouse gas emissions resulting
from the use of fossil fuel to power the desalination
unit will contribute further to global warming.
1

The PVRP is expected to end on 30th June, 2005.

Mission: ‘On behalf of the people of Western Australia, the Association will vigorously promote the development and adoption of
sustainable energy so that by the end of this decade, 30% of the State’s fossil fuel use is displaced by sustainable energy practices.’

Energy Efﬁciency
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Continued development of minimum energy
performance requirements for buildings

11

Maintenance of the State
solar water heater subsidy

Support further development of minimum energy
performance requirements through the Building Code
of Australia for all buildings in Australia. In addition,
support the continued development and implementation
of modelling programs such as AccuRate, FirstRate,
Window Energy Rating Scheme (WERS) for Skylights
and Australian Building Greenhouse Rating Scheme
(ABGR) etc. which are used to assess and monitor the
energy performance of building components or whole
buildings.

Support the continuation and enhancement of the State
Solar Water Heater subsidy. This subsidy has reduced
the upfront cost of Solar Water Heaters and resulted
in stimulating sales in the new homeowner and gas
boosted Solar Water Heater market.
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8

Government buildings to exceed minimum
efﬁciency requirements

All new government housing and new public buildings
to exceed the minimum energy efﬁciency requirements
under the Building Code of Australia and should be
aiming to a 4.5 to 5 star performance level.

The Federal Government’s Energy White Paper’s
‘Mandatory Energy Efﬁciency Opportunities
Assessment’ for large energy users to be made
mandatory for all identiﬁed paybacks of 5 years or less
– to apply to all WA Environmental Protection Authority
(EPA) licensed projects.
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9

Introducing greenhouse gas labelling on
residential and commercial energy bills
The mandatory introduction of greenhouse gas labelling
on all energy bills will make consumers aware of the
environmental impact of their energy use behaviours.
In addition, information should be provided on ways to
reduce energy use.
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Mandatory energy efﬁciency for large ﬁrms

Mandatory installation of solar water heaters
The installation of solar water heaters is a long term
cost effective and environmentally sound water heating
option. Mandatory installation of solar water heaters on
all new and existing government houses and buildings.

Energy Efﬁciency Fund
An Energy Efﬁciency Fund to be established to:
• identify energy efﬁciency priorities among small
residential, commercial and small industrial users;
• pilot and then establish market transformation
programs for identiﬁed priority energy efﬁciency
products and services;
• change end user awareness and attitudes to the
need for energy efﬁciency (similar to current water
campaigns)
• establish a rolling fund to support energy
efﬁciency initiatives with commercial and
industrial users; and
• implement sufﬁcient energy savings initiatives in all
sectors and ensure that no end user is worse off as a
result of the measure (for example, providing two
compact ﬂuorescent globes free to every household
in WA could be sufﬁcient to offset the network charge
required to raise the funds).
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