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17 October 2003

RELEASE OF NATIONAL HYDROGEN STUDY 

By 2030 the Australian demand for hydrogen as a fuel source could be as great as 18 million cubic metres, with up to half of all mobile phones and 20% of all vehicles  using the new clean fuel, according to a national report. 

Federal Resources Minister, Ian Macfarlane, today released the National Hydrogen Study which recommends Australia position itself as a leader in the international move to a hydrogen-based economy. 

“Australia is just in the starting blocks when it comes to hydrogen development. The study provides some real direction to make sure we can run this new energy race and is the first full analysis of our hydrogen potential,” said Mr Macfarlane.

“The purpose of the study was to assess the role of hydrogen in Australia’s energy system, to explore roadblocks to its introduction and to optimise the potential for the development of clean and reliable energy in Australia,” he said.

The report’s main recommendations are:

· adoption of a national vision for hydrogen;

· a review of regulations that may present barriers to hydrogen development;

· greater involvement in international research and industrial collaboration programs; and

· formation of an Australian Hydrogen Group to help researchers, industry and Government move the hydrogen agenda forward.

“Hydrogen is considered the energy carrier of the future in the US and Europe. Just this year the US Government announced its commitment to a $1 billion hydrogen pilot plant, that’s the sort of multi-national research platform Australia has to get aboard,” said Mr Macfarlane. 

“Our conventional fuel reserves are finite and moving towards a hydrogen-powered future could take at least 20 years. This is a beginning,” he said.

The Australian Government has invested $1 million to examine a potential hydrogen future for Australia and will participate in next month’s inaugural meeting of the International Partnership on the Hydrogen Economy hosted by the US Government in Washington.   

All recommendations from the national study will be considered in the wider context of work now being done on energy policy. The full report can be found at www.industry.gov.au  under “What’s New”.
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