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Be Independent and don’t Labor over presents or be Liberal with your emissions – think National(ly) and make it a Green Christmas.
With Christmas Day fast approaching, there’s a chance to give family and friends a welcome present that says you care about the future of all, according to the Sustainable Energy Association of Australia. (SEA), the chamber for all enterprises supporting sustainable energy.

“There are many things that will show it is more than the thought that counts – the gift too can can be one that doesn’t cost the Earth,” says Prof Ray Wills, Chief Executive of SEA. 

According to estimates by The Westpac Group(1), Australian per capita spending for Christmas will be around $A440 per person. For Australia, this will translate into an expenditure of almost $10 billion – about half the amount the nation as a whole needs to spend on renewable energy over the next ten years to reduce Australia’s emissions by 5%.

$10 billion is more than the total expenditure all of Australia has ever committed to renewable energy over the 100-year history of the Commonwealth. 
And more than is committed over the next 10 years to combat climate change.
Every dollar we spend shopping equates to about 1.6 kg of carbon emissions – so Christmas spending in Australia could result in 160 000 tonnes of carbon emissions.

Each year Australians throw away about 3.4 million tonnes of packaging. That is 165 kgs for every man, woman and child - and less than half of this is recycled.
And last year Australians threw away around 20% of the food that we bought - over $5 billion worth of food that never made it out of the fridge before the expiry date.
So, lets get away from the socks, jocks and ties and get sustainable - here are some thought starters:

•
Smart Rider cards, charged with credit, to catch the bus or train;
•
a voucher for an energy audit for mum and dad – or for the kids that have just moved into their own home - to find out how to reduce energy consumption at home;
•
a new energy efficient fridge, 

•
a packet of energy efficient light globes as a stocking filler, 

•
walk off the Christmas lunch in some new walking shoes;
•
solar lights for the garden or a solar pump for the fish pond,

•
gifts of renewable energy such as green power from Synergy;
•
a high tech toy – a solar panel for the roof of his shed (again – maybe the house, too);
•
still high tech - perhaps a solar charger for the new hi-tech devices;

•
a gift certificate to go carbon neutral;
•
spend some time getting fit – on a new bike (it uses renewable energy); and
•
at the end of a good day of celebrating, a relaxing shower from a new solar hot water system.

Or if you really have everything you need (and let’s face it, mostly we do) make a donation to a charity that’s delivering renewable energy to a third world community.
However, a word of caution. US economist Joel Waldfogel in his book “Scroogenomics: Why You Shouldn’t Buy Presents for the Holidays” says in economic rationalist terms that the satisfaction derived from gifts with items people purchase for themselves is nearly 20 percent more. In the Australian market this means that the $10 billion in annual holiday spending generates about $2 billion less satisfaction than it would if we spend the money on ourselves, and suggests a gift card might be better than the items themselves. 

But even gift cards have the potential to be wasteful – one report suggests unspent balances can be 10 percent - to charity. But that’s another story.
Meanwhile if by any chance you get an unwanted presents (and chances are you will) recycle it, pass it on, hand it down or give it to charity or to local hospitals or hospices - someone else might just love it.

Also, buy quality not quantity. Well-made goods last longer and will not have to be replaced in the New Year.
Buy organic, buy local: With the feasts of Christmas, do yourself and the environment a solid favour by buying organic food, and if possible, local food. Buy from suppliers who support local farmers and organic foods and invest in some quality fresh food without the chemicals and food miles attached.
“SEA is the only business peak body actively supporting substantive action on sustainable energy in every sector Australia, so a membership to SEA might be our final suggestion,” says Prof Wills.

SEA wishes all Australians, and indeed the planet, a renewable Christmas and a very sustainable New Year – and century.
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Prof Ray Wills  0430 365 607

Editors notes:

1. Westpac Group analysis http://www.westpac.com.au/docs/pdf/aw/economics-research/er20101112BullConsumerXmasSpending1.pdf
2. The Sustainable Energy Association of Australia (SEA) is a chamber for all enterprises from all industries supporting sustainable energy, and the fastest growing energy industry body in Australia. www.seaaus.com.au. 

3. Constitutional Objects of SEA ‘On behalf of the people of Australia, the Association will vigorously promote the development and adoption of sustainable energy so that by the year 2030 more than 30% of Australia’s energy use in and across all states and territories is displaced by sustainable energy practices so that energy demand is more than 30% below that measured in the year 2000, and that more than 30% of energy use is derived from sustainable sources.’

4. SEA bringing you the Energising South East Asia Conference 23-26 March 2011, Perth.









