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SEA Media Release – 8 December 2010

Efficient start to promote sustainable energy for WA.

Energy Minister Peter Collier today launched the ‘Switch the Future’ campaign to encourage people to be more energy smart while also highlighting the State Government’s approach in improving energy efficiency across all sectors of the community.

The Sustainable Energy Association of Australia (SEA) is pleased to be a part of the launch of this major campaign initiated by the Western Australian Government.
The campaign is intended to provide practical measures Western Australians can adopt to take greater charge of their energy use and make positive long-term changes in their consumption.

The campaign will be co-ordinated by the Future Energy Alliance, a partnership between Synergy and Western Power, with the first of the television advertising early next year.

‘The real benefit to energy efficiency is that it saves you money in the long term,’ says Prof Ray Wills, SEA Chief Executive.

Behavioural change driving energy efficiency can be challenging as it needs to convince people to change wasteful energy habits, but as Western Australians have seen on campaigns of water efficiency, this can also create community changes in attitude and long-term savings. 
‘Energy efficiency is better than a tax cut. Tax cuts only work for people in jobs, while measures to improve energy efficiency in households are perpetual tax cuts that help now and increase in value with growing energy bills – even at times you might not have an income,’ says Prof Wills.
‘And for businesses, measures to improve energy efficiency will reduce costs and contribute to a better bottom line, which will help profits, improve business confidence, and keep people in jobs.’

Media contact:
Prof Ray Wills  0430 365 607

Editors notes:

1. Energy Minister Peter Collier media statement at http://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/WACabinetMinistersSearch.aspx?ItemId=134696&minister=Collier&admin=Barnett
2. The Sustainable Energy Association of Australia (SEA) is a chamber for all enterprises from all industries supporting sustainable energy, and the fastest growing energy industry body in Australia. www.seaaus.com.au. 
3. SEA bringing you the Energising South East Asia Conference 23-26 March 2011, Perth.









