[image: image1.jpg]\ation ;

Q
(3

inab/
e ey

A\W\\@
ey
’Sne 59%77

www.wasea.com.au



WA Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA)

Media Release – 27 October 2010
Turning the heat up in the room - Singapore conference shows Asia’s action on climate change.

Singapore International Energy Week started this week with Carbon Forum Asia featuring plenary speeches by major institutions from around Asia, including the Singapore Government, Asian Development Bank and the Japan Bank for International Cooperation, highlighting the actions they are already taking to address the growing emissions of developing nations, and acknowledging the hard work still to be done to meet global emissions reductions targets.

The Sustainable Energy Association of Singapore emphasised Singapore’s investment in renewable energy, and the commitment of the Singapore Government to invest by 2015 of $16.1 billion in clean futures, Singapore Govt 7000 new jobs by 2015. 

Given Singapore’s population and GDP are 25% that of Australia, Singapore’s commitment is four to five times that of Australia’s investment in renewable energy.

To compare at a State level, while Singapore has twice as many people as Western Australia, the GDP/SDP of both constituencies is about the same – around $250 billion for Singapore and slightly less for Western Australia.

Even if we considered a per capita equivalent investment by Western Australia to match the scale of Singapore, Western Australian Government would need to invest almost $500 million each year to match the stimulus by the Singapore Government.

One single initiative mandated by the Singapore Government requires all buildings to set air-conditioning at 22° C, one to two degrees warmer than traditional practice for cooling, and is saving considerably on energy consumption and reducing energy related carbon emissions.

The WA Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) WA SEA continues to support the adoption of national emissions trading scheme in Australia based on scientifically established reduction targets as the best way to tackle the challenge of bringing down Australia’s emissions.

‘A combination of a trading system, paired with direct incentives for industry to reduce emissions through both energy efficiency and procurement of lower emissions energy, will actually diversify the economy and create a more robust environment for business. Energy efficiency is a critical component as it will reduce inflationary pressures that would otherwise occur through spiralling fossil fuel prices,’ says Prof Ray Wills, Chief Executive of WA SEA.
‘Investments in energy efficiency and renewable energy will deliver projects returning real profits in real operations with real jobs that deliver real, emissions-free energy, and help build a more efficient, more sustainable economy.’
‘We must fundamentally change the way we think about energy and how we do business. The economic naysayers who say climate change is simply inconvenient are still planning an economy based on paradigms and activities of the last century that simply do not add up, nor do they provide the solutions needed for this century.’
‘Climate change is real, the impacts are already proving dire and will only get worse, humans are causing it, and we need to stop,’ says Prof Wills.

Media contact:
Prof Ray Wills  0430 365 607

Editors notes:

1. The WA Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) is a chamber of enterprises has a growing membership of 375 industry members from a diversity of businesses, and the largest state-based industry body of its kind in Australia. www.wasea.com.au. 
2. Members voted at the 15 October 2010 AGM to take a new name – once formal lodgement of constitutional changes is complete with appropriate approvals, WA SEA will be officially renamed the “Sustainable Energy Association of Australia”. Further announcements will be made on the finalisation of our name change at a later date.
3. WA SEA bringing you the Energising South East Asia Conference 23-26 March 2011, Perth.









