[image: image1.jpg]\ation ;

Q
(3

inab/
e ey

A\W\\@
ey
’Sne 59%77

www.wasea.com.au



WA Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA)

Media Release – 15 October 2009
Solar schools need sunshine, industry gets sunburn.
The WA Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA), Australia’s largest industry body representing enterprises across the entire sustainable energy sector, wants the Federal Government to create more certainty for renewable energy programs, not create more risk.
‘The best way to support the growth of sustainable energy deployment in Australia to send a consistent signal to the market that allows businesses to make decisions and commit to investments in renewable technologies and employ people to do the work.’

‘The rest of the planet is choosing dedicated and on-going action on clean energy and is overwhelmingly choosing renewable energy to do this,’ says Prof Ray Wills, WA SEA Chief Executive.

‘Meanwhile the Australian Government keeps adding uncertainty to the market with stop start policies and programs, and passing on risk to the industry that is creating the new jobs of the 21st Century.’

‘We need real support for the world’s fastest developing energy resources - renewable energy – support that will provide certainty to investors, and ensure the rapid growth of energy sources for the 21st Century.’

Prof Wills points out ‘Other developed and developing nations are moving aggressively to develop their lesser renewable energy resources while Australia - with the world’s best resources - is lagging behind.’ 

For example, Germany has built new industries around renewable energy, and as a nation renowned for its car industry now has more people employed in the renewable energy sector than in the automotive sector, while the UN have reported that the year 2008 was the first year that global investment in new power generation capacity from renewable energy technologies was more than investment in fossil-fuelled technologies

 ‘Surely the process does not need to stop? By delaying applications, the Federal Government has simply ensured we will see another bottleneck again next year. We need a smooth flow of applications that provides a steady feed to grow the industry.

‘Droughts and floods in approvals and markets will only ruin everyone’s day, and put people trying to commit to a sustainable future out of work.’
Media Contact:

Prof. Ray Wills   0430 365 607

Editors notes:

1. News report : http://www.google.com.au/news/story?ncl=dOpxMLwNdrnrblM&hl=en.
2. The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) is an enterprise level industry body, and is the only industry body advocating substantive action on sustainable energy in WA.  WA SEA is supported by a growing membership of more than 270 industry members including the majority of the key energy players in Western Australia, and is now Australia’s largest industry body representing enterprises across the entire sustainable energy sector. www.wasea.com.au. 










