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WA Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA)

Media Release – 27 August 2009
Sustainable transport crucial to carbon emissions fix
The WA Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) welcomes the launch by Western Australian Transport Minister Simon O'Brien yesterday of the Centre for Research into Energy for Sustainable Transport (CREST) to be based at Murdoch University.

In a joint statement with Commerce Minister Troy Buswell, Mr O'Brien said the State Government's $2.29 million investment to establish the centre, as a part of the Centres of Excellence in Science and Innovation Program, would unite the State's leading researchers in transport fuels and technologies.

Transport currently accounts for 14 per cent of national greenhouse gas emissions, the third largest sector. 

‘WA SEA welcomes this new commitment by the State Government to foster research into improving the efficiency of existing transport, and into new transport technologies,’ says Prof. Ray Wills, WA SEA Chief Executive.

WA SEA, the only business chamber for the sustainable energy industry in WA, calls on the Barnett Government to also look at other initiatives to reduce WA’s transport emissions. 

WA SEA has previously called for new measures such as removing government price imposts incurred in moving to greener vehicles when motorists and businesses choose to buy fuel-efficient vehicles – both cars and trucks.
WA SEA also renews its call for more frequent regulatory action to ensure unlicensed vehicles and unroadworthy vehicles, and the relicensing of vehicles with low safety and poor fuel-efficiency, should be toughened so that, with the reasonable exception of collectables and vintage cars, those vehicles are not allowed back on the road.

‘Scrapping old cars and trucks from the road and replacing them with new greener, less polluting, safer vehicles will not only reduce fuel consumption and greenhouse gas emissions, and improve air quality in the city, it will also improve safety standards on Western Australian roads, potentially saving lives,’ says Prof. Wills.
Media Contact:

Prof. Ray Wills   0430 365 607

Editors notes:

1. Media statement from Simon O'Brien, Minister for Transport; Disability Services, Troy Buswell, Treasurer; Minister for Commerce (includes Small Business; Trade; Consumer Protection; Industrial Relations); Science and Innovation; Housing and Works http://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/default.aspx?ItemId=132398&

2. WA SEA previous media releases on green vehicles 
a) Stall in car sales opportunity to get rid of clunkers http://wasea.com.au/files/media/2009/090227_mr_carclunker.doc
b) ‘Stamp out guzzlers - best petrol price relief by stamp duty exemption for green car purchase’ http://wasea.com.au/files/media/2008/080620_mr_stampoutcars.doc
c) ‘No Australian-built car in the top 50 most fuel efficient cars available for sale in Australia’ http://wasea.com.au/files/media/2008/080625_mr_auscars.doc
3. The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) is an enterprise level industry body, and is the only industry body advocating substantive action on sustainable energy in WA.  WA SEA is supported by a growing membership of more than 260 industry members including the majority of the key energy players in Western Australia, and is now Australia’s largest state based body in the sector. www.wasea.com.au. 










