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WA Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA)

Media Release – 11 August 2009
Solar subsidies will reduce heat in home energy bills.
The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) welcomes the announcement by Western Australian Energy Minister, Peter Collier, of the extension of the Solar Water Heater Subsidy Scheme to 30 June 2013.

The announcement comes as the WA Sustainable Energy has been undertaking a value chain assessment of the solar hot water industry to look at the continuing barriers to a greater uptake of solar heating of water for both domestic and commercial use.

‘Western Australia has had a long tradition of getting energy from the sun and has the largest number of solar hot water systems installed in Australia, with over 180 000 households with solar water heating, making up 21.5% of all homes in WA,’ says Prof Ray Wills, WA SEA Chief Executive.
‘Using sunshine and not electricity to generate hot water in WA makes a lot of sense in the State with arguably the world’s best sunshine resource,’ says Prof Wills.

‘But when only one fifth of homes in WA are using sunshine, there is clearly more to do.’ 
‘The use of solar hot water in regional WA outstrips the city, with 31.4% of homes outside of Perth using solar, while only 18.5% of homes in the city have solar hot water systems installed,’ notes Prof Wills.
‘The extension of the Solar Water Heater Subsidy Scheme will underwrite renewed growth, particularly coupled with consumer concern over greenhouse gas emissions, as well as a way of dealing with growing energy bills by heating water with free solar energy.’
Media Contact:

Prof Ray Wills   0430 365 607

Editors notes:

1. Minister Peter Collier media statement http://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/default.aspx?ItemId=132199& 

2. Australian Bureau of Statistics Cat 4602.0.55.001 Environmental issues: energy use and conservation March 2008 (release Nov 2008) - http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/DetailsPage/4602.0.55.001Mar%202008?OpenDocument 
3. Australian Bureau of Statistics Cat 4102.0 ABS Are households using renewable energy? http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/Lookup/4102.0Main+Features80March%202009 

4. The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) is an industry chamber for all businesses supporting sustainable energy, boasting a growing membership of 260 industry members from a diversity of businesses, and now the largest state-based industry body of its kind in Australia. www.wasea.com.au. 









