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WA Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA)

Media Release – 6 August 2009
Forget nukes – renewable is global energy of choice. 
The latest issue of the "Monthly Energy Review" by the U.S. Energy Information Administration, reports renewable energy use exceeds nuclear power production. The review reveals that renewable energy sources accounted for 11.1 % of U.S. domestic energy production and exceeded the amount contributed by nuclear power (10.4%). 

U.S. renewable energy production is comprised of hydropower (34.6%), wood + wood wastes (31.2%), biofuels (19.0%), wind (9.3%), geothermal (4.7%), and solar (1.2%). Most of these sources grew compared to the first third of 2008 with wind expanding by 34.5%, biofuels by 14.1%, hydropower by 8.2%, and geothermal by 2.6%. The contribution from solar sources remained essentially unchanged while wood + wood waste declined by 4.9%. 

Total U.S. energy consumption fell 5.7% during the first four months of 2009 compared to the same period in 2008 - with fossil fuel use accounting for almost the entire decline.

China too is planning more renewable than nuclear, with the Chinese National Energy Administration reporting goals for 2020 for nuclear power of installed capacity of 86 million kw, while the goals for installed capacity of renewable power are: 150 million kw of wind power, 20 million kw of solar power and 30 million kw of biomass power.  China has recently revised its original goal of 15 % of the market from renewable energy by 2020 to a new target of 20%.
This follows an earlier report by the UN that revealed the year 2008 was the first year that global investment in new power generation capacity from renewable energy technologies was more than investment in fossil-fuelled technologies. 
The UN reported $155 billion was invested in 2008 in clean energy companies and projects worldwide - not including large hydro.

The growth in investment in clean energy was largely due to record investments by China, Brazil and other emerging economies.
Total transaction value in the sustainable energy sector during 2008 – including corporate acquisitions, asset re-financings and private equity buy-outs – was $223 billion.
‘Those in Australia calling for nuclear power are out of touch when they suggest nuclear needs to play an important role for Australia – the rest of the planet is overwhelmingly choosing renewable energy,’ says Prof Ray Wills, WA SEA Chief Executive.
‘All we need now is legislative support for the world’s fastest developing energy resources - renewable energy – support that will provide certainty to investors, and ensure the rapid growth of energy sources for the 21st Century.’
Prof Wills points out ‘Other developed and developing nations are moving aggressively to develop their lesser renewable energy resources while Australia - with the world’s best resources - is lagging behind.’
‘It is time for the Australian parliament to finish work on legislation that will trigger the building of a new economy for Australia based on sustainable energy - before the rest of the world’s economies leave us behind,’ says Prof Wills.

Media Contact:

Prof. Ray Wills   0430 365 607

Editors notes:

1. The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) is a chamber of businesses boasting with a continuously growing business membership now with over 260 industry members from a diversity of businesses, and now by far the largest state-based industry body of its kind in Australia. 









