[image: image1.jpg]\ation ;

Q
(3

inab/
e ey

A\W\\@
ey
’Sne 59%77

www.wasea.com.au



WA Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA)

Media Release – 4 August 2009
‘Electric broadband’ a boost for renewable energy. 
The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc (WA SEA) welcomes the State Government’s the conditional agreement to build the first stage of a new 330kV transmission line to the mid-west that will provide a significant boost to the renewable energy industry.

‘Energy security and diversity of supply is critical for the State. The 330kV line will provide renewable energy generators with a backbone to the mid-west which will enable new resource projects and renewable energy investment to go ahead,’ says WA SEA Chief Executive, Prof. Wills.

‘Electricity supply systems are like broadband – you have to build the network first to allow the advantages to be delivered. ‘Broadband’ electricity in the mid-west will ensure the region’s enormous capacity for renewable energy will be tapped.’

WA SEA has been a strong advocate for the construction the mid-west ‘electric broadband’, and yesterday’s announcement by the Minister for Energy, Peter Collier, will be welcome news for many renewable energy projects planned for the mid-west between Perth and Geraldton.
‘Many projects planned for the mid-west have been waiting on this new line.’

‘The new upgrade would allow up to six new wind farms to go ahead, and will open the door for a range of other solar, geothermal and biomass plants for the generation of electricity. Much of this activity could potentially deliver the electricity needs for new resource projects in the mid west, to Oakajee, as well as a large proportion of domestic supply in south-west WA.’

‘WA SEA looks forward to the State actively supporting renewable energy projects and investment in the region. WA has some of the best renewable resources in the world and is poised to attract huge investment from the Federal Mandated Renewable Energy Target (MRET) under the right conditions,’ Prof. Wills said.

Media Contact:

Prof. Ray Wills   0430 365 607

Editors notes:

1. The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) is a chamber of businesses boasting with a continuously growing business membership now with over 250 industry members from a diversity of businesses, and now by far the largest state-based industry body of its kind in Australia. 









