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Media Release – 13 July 2009
UWA confers Professorship to WA SEA CEO.
WA Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA)   Media Release

UWA confers Professorship to WA SEA CEO.

Dr Ray Wills, Chief Executive of the Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA), has been conferred the title of Adjunct Professor in the School of Earth and Environment with The University of Western Australia by the Vice Chancellor in recognition of his ‘significant contribution to the work and activities of the University.’

In a wide-ranging career at different times as researcher, planner, adviser, manager and academic, Professor Wills has developed substantial expertise in sustainability, climate change science and the effects of expected future climates on Australia, and is recognised by business, government and community leaders in Australia as an authoritative commentator on policy and functional responses to mitigate and adapt to global warming.

It was in 1996 that Prof Wills established a formal academic relationship as an Adjunct Researcher with UWA’s then Department of Geography and began contributing to the academic program, supervising Honours and Postgraduate Degree research students and lecturing on a range of science topics, and in 2002 invited to run the third year course on Environmental Change, and expanded the content on the science, economics and politics of climate change and global warming, a course he ran until 2006.

Despite an increasingly busy schedule as CEO of Australia’s largest state-based sustainable business body, he continues to support the work of UWA and contribute to the evolving course on environmental change, and now sits on the Vice-Chancellor’s Sustainability Committee.

A biopic follows.
Media Contact:

Prof Ray Wills   0430 365 607

Editors notes:

1. The University of Western Australia www.uwa.edu.au 

2. The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) is a chamber of businesses, the only business peak body actively supporting substantive action on sustainable energy in Western Australia, with a growing membership of 250 industry members from a diversity of businesses, and now the largest state-based industry body of its kind in Australia. www.wasea.com.au. 
Biopic:

Prof Wills completed his degrees in the 1980s at The University of Western Australia with three majors in Botany, Geography and Zoology, an Honours thesis on fungal ecology, and a Doctor of Philosophy in ecology.

Prof Wills’ PhD research examined factors influencing honey production in south-west Western Australia, a study that considered a range of environmental factors including the role of climate and fire, and utilised the then emerging technologies of remote sensing and geographic information systems (GIS) for gathering and analysing data. Prof Wills was the first ecologist in Western Australia to extensively use ESRI’s ArcInfo GIS, now the world’s leading professional GIS software.

Prof Wills then worked for seven years as a research scientist for the Western Australian Government’s Department of Conservation and Land Management (CALM), conducting the first ecological studies on the impact of dieback, and broadly quantified the impact of dieback, and later other plant pathogens, on Western Australian plants, leading to the first objective estimate that more than 20% of the 9000 species in southwest WA are vulnerable to Phytophthora dieback disease, a number that remains valid today. Professor Wills developed some of the first web-based information on dieback impacts and its management, information that remains relevant today.

In 1996, Prof Wills moved to Kings Park and Botanic Garden as Senior Ecologist and led research projects for the agency to restore degraded landscapes and rehabilitate degraded bushland, and was a key contributor in a variety of roles in the development of various strategic, business, implementation, and environmental management plans for both Kings Park and Bold Park.

Extending from his policy and strategic planning work, in 2001 Prof Wills was appointed a Principal Research Officer in the Legislative Assembly with the Parliament of Western Australia, including roles in the Joint Standing Committee on the Anti-corruption Commission, a committee responsible for the parliamentary oversight of agencies who themselves were charged with the oversight of integrity in government, and with the Economics and Industry Standing Committee, a committee with the oversight of 58 State government agencies from diverse portfolios from resources and state development to the environment.

During this period, in 2003 Prof Wills volunteered to work in Afghanistan with the Geneva International Centre for Humanitarian Demining as a researcher and adviser to a research program examining environmental constraints on the detection of land mines by dogs, work that has led to improvements in the operational use of dogs for the detection of land mines.

Between 2004 and 2006, he was Senior Adviser to the WA Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia (CCI), the largest business peak body in WA and the second largest business lobby in Australia. Prof Wills worked in CCI’s Economics and Industry Policy Division as a key adviser and as an industry advocate across the energy and resource industries, including the chemical, extractive, and water sectors, and encompassing the growing issue of enhanced greenhouse effect, as well as the areas of technology and science.

Leaving CCI in 2006, he was Manager, Sustainability Services, with consulting firm SMEC, and was also later that year elected Chair of the WA SEA. He also contributed to several industry policy committees of the CCI including the role of Deputy Chair of CCI's Climate Change Committee in that period.

Late in 2007, Prof Wills set up his own consultancy, Future Smart Strategies, providing strategic advice to businesses on ecology and sustainability, and the risks and opportunities in future carbon-constrained markets and adapting to climate change, and was invited by the WA SEA Board of Management to become WA SEA Chief Executive.

Initially as Chair and then for the past 18 months as CEO, Prof Wills has achieved rapid growth of membership and revenues, and with the support of Members, substantially increased the relevance and influence of the Association.

Prof Wills is a member of a number of senior policy groups including the Federal Government’s Department of Resources, Energy & Tourism Energy Efficiency Skills Committee, the Board of the Stirling Planning and Infrastructure Alliance, a Board Member of Earth Science Western Australia, and a Fellow of the Australian Institute of Energy and member of the WA Branch Committee. 

Previously he has had roles including Deputy Chair of the WA Land Information System's (WALIS) Advisory Committee, and a member of the WA Government's High Level Stakeholder Group on Greenhouse. Prof Wills also made substantial contributions to the work of the Ecological Society of Australia (ESA), a professional, member based peak body for Australian ecologists where he was a member of the ESA Council for 13 years, including a considerable period as a senior member of the ESA Executive with his final role as Vice President of the ESA for four years, retiring from this position and from council at the end of 2003 – he remains a member of the Society. In 2000, he was elected to a lead role in the International Society for the Study of Mediterranean Ecosystems (ISOMED) as a Board Member, a post held until June 2004.

The majority of his research has been published in a variety of internationally recognised scientific journals, technical bulletins and popular publications. The outcomes of his research work has also been used in management plans, and to target vulnerable species for conservation and preservation.

Prof Wills is regularly invited to present information at all levels, from local community groups to national and international conferences and symposia. As an accomplished photographer, his photographs have featured in his own presentations as well as various popular and commercial publications.

Prof Wills is married with two children. His wife, Carolyn, is an IT specialist, and is working in a senior role at Murdoch University where she's been the unofficial Mac guru since early 2005. His two girls, Emily and Megan, are doing very well in high school, both playing violin, and both dancing and singing as often as they can. Both on music scholarships at Churchlands Senior High School, Emily is Year 11 playing violin and is on the first desk, second violin, in the Senior Orchestra, and Megan is Year 8, attending on a vocal scholarship and also lead violin of the Junior Orchestra.









