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WA Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA)

Media Release – 28 March 2009
Earth Hour 2009 a success before it starts.
Earth Hour 2009 is already a success and the display of lights out at 8.30 PM tonight, 28 March 2009, will make it even greater, according to Australia’s largest state-based peak body for enterprises across the sustainable energy sector.

“The point of Earth Hour is not, as some detractors say, to save energy – it sends a powerful message from everyone to the world that reducing energy use to reduce greenhouse gas emissions is important,” says Dr Ray Wills, CEO of the WA Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA).

The range of individuals, businesses, governments, and other organisations involved are making a statement that acting on global warming is important, not only in Australia and around the globe.

More than 1100 cities around the world have committed to participate.

Countries with developing and emerging economies have emerged as the driving force behind the tremendous growth in this year’s campaign. According to an Earth Hour media release, of the 83 countries currently participating in Earth Hour 2009, there are 47 with developing and emerging economies, up from the nine that took part last year.

China, the world’s fastest developing economy, will signal to the rest of the world its readiness to address the issue of climate change. At 8.30pm the lights will go dark for Earth Hour on last year’s Olympic icons, the Bird’s Nest Stadium and the Water Cube in Beijing.
Business in Australia are supporting Earth Hour in Australia including:
· Over 1100 businesses registered around Australia 

· Almost all ASX 100 companies 

· All major national property companies 

· Almost every major national hotel chain
· All regional radio stations 

· The three leading airlines 

· All leading Australian banks

“This is a people’s referendum on climate change - Premier Colin Barnett and Prime Minister Kevin Rudd will see a visible signal that can be seen as mandate for action on climate change, that demands government commitments to energy efficiency and on renewable energy,” says Dr Wills.

WA SEA congratulates WWF and the Earth Hour organisers. Businesses wanting to make a year long commitment can join our growing number of WA SEA members to be more sustainable in their energy use and to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions for the whole year.
The role of governments is to build frameworks that establish clear market signals, and allow Australia’s innovative businesses to respond and develop the solutions.  A key role of WA SEA is to offer policy options to governments building those frameworks. 
We need to act in every part and every level of government, in all industrial sectors, in every part of the community. And with substantial changes coming in the legislation around sustainable energy, WA SEA will be working to ensure that election promises actually become good policy and lead to good legislative frameworks for business to get on with the work of creating solutions to climate change.
We need ‘joined-up thinking’, with action in every thing we do - the things we build, the things we buy, how we live.  And WA SEA Members will be helping get the job done.  Join us and make a difference.

Media Contact:

Dr Ray Wills   0430 365 607

Editors notes:

1. Earth Hour website http://www.earthhour.org/ 

2. The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) is a chamber of businesses variously promoting, developing and/or adopting sustainable energy technologies and services that minimise the use of energy through sustainable energy practices and maximise the use of energy from sustainable sources. WA SEA is supported by a growing membership of 225 industry members from a diversity of businesses. www.wasea.com.au. 









