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WA Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA)

Media Release – 19 December 2008

Industry body wants better integration of action to maximise investments for emissions reductions.

Dear Prime Minister

The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) is a chamber of businesses that aspire to be more sustainable in their own energy use, or are providing the commercial solution to climate change through their products and services. WA SEA is supported by a growing membership of more than 200 industry members that includes the majority of the key energy players in Western Australia.
WA SEA agrees wholeheartedly with your statement that reducing Australia’s greenhouse gas emissions is in Australia’s best interest.
WA SEA also supports your stated commitment to a “whole of economy reform” as a part of Australia’s response to climate change. 

Further, WA SEA welcomes the various announcements from the Rudd Government this week that make a clear move from the "much talk" phase to the "real actions" phase that will put in place frameworks and funds for the work to reduce Australia's greenhouse gas emissions.

Moves to target the $500 million renewable energy fund into the next 18 months rather than spread thinly over six years is a welcome measure, and we assume an even greater raft of measures awaits announcement to follow on from the end of that period.

In addition, the $1.4 billion Climate Change Action Fund to invest in energy-efficiency projects and low-emissions technologies, processes and products is also welcome.

But while WA SEA agrees these measures are significant compared with previous actions in Australia, I do not accept they are capable of the heavy lifting needed to implement change, particularly given they are much smaller in scale to other measures to assist industry that do nothing for reducing Australia’s greenhouse emissions. 

For example, in the housing industry  - why was the $1.4 billion first home owners grant not targeted to be only available for people buying green rated homes?. And the car industry - why just $1.4 billion only about green cars? Instead, the whole $6 billion should be about green cars.

And while WA SEA understands and supports the need to transition emissions intensive industry into an emissions trading scheme, the value of emissions permits given to the coal industry does nothing to abate emissions from that source. It is like running an anti-smoking campaign, with the principal tool to help smokers quit is by giving them 90% of the cigarettes they need in the hope they will use less.

Similarly, the response to shield the price of petrol is flawed, especially when handouts to the Australian car industry total 6 billion in an industry that also has avoided its own actions for the last decade and refuses to accept responsibility for the poor judgement in building cars without fuel efficiency in mind. Even today, no Australian built passenger vehicle appears in the Australian Governments Green Vehicle Guide top 50 fuel-efficient cars sold in this country – this is an indictment of the position taken by Australian vehicle manufacturers.

A better measure would be to support the biofuels industry to put in place standards for 10% ethanol and other biofuels mixes in Australian fuel supplies, and using that measure to reduce the price of fuel.

WA SEA has long called for action on climate change will create jobs, new commerce, and a new economy that is more sustainable.

How can we get more action beyond emissions caps, and renewable energy already announced?

A mandated energy efficiency target will add to the mix.

And additional Government action in its own right – and this must be action that is in addition to the announced targets. The simplest measure the Federal Government and indeed all Australian Governments could take is to implement a strategy that by 2015, all government procurement is sustainably based, with no government operation in a building less than 5 star rated, with all electricity sourced from renewable sources, with all vehicles meeting high energy efficiency performance standards, and all supply streams demanding suppliers meet sustainability criteria.

We must look for additional opportunities in policy – and any new policy initiative or legislative action must ask the question – how does this help reduce Australia’s total emissions, or at the very least, that the action does not add to Australia’s total emissions.
We need joined-up thinking to simultaneously tackle the toxic debt crisis and climate change. I am continuously disappointed with Treasury officials who tell me that they do not with to “mix policy initiatives” because policy instruments “should be targeted at a single outcome” – my comments on the first home buyers scheme is one example were I have had this response from Treasury.
A more sustainable approach to the economy deals with both issues at the same time - and with the same expenditure.
Media Contact:

Dr Ray Wills   0430 365 607

Editors notes:

1. The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) is a chamber of businesses variously promoting, developing and/or adopting sustainable energy technologies and services that minimise the use of energy through sustainable energy practices and maximise the use of energy from sustainable sources. WA SEA is supported by a rapidly growing membership of now 200 industry members from a diversity of businesses including the key energy players in WA. www.wasea.com.au. 









