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WA Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA)

Media Release – 29 August 2008

A Fathers Day that won’t cost the Earth.
With Father’s Day fast approaching, there’s a chance to give Dad a present that doesn’t cost the Earth, according to the WA Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA), the business chamber for sustainable energy industries in WA.
“There are many things that will show it is more than the thought that counts – the gift too can create a more sustainable outcome for all,” says Dr Ray Wills, Chief Executive of WA SEA. 
According to a US study, average per capita spending on Father's Day is around $30 per capita in 2008. For Australia, this will translate into an expenditure of $600 million in the celebration of our fathers – an amount that is more than the total expenditure all of Australia will commit to renewable energy over the whole year.
So, lets get away from the socks, jocks and ties and get sustainable - here are some thought starters:

· Save Dad’s energy – get him an energy audit his shed (well may be the house too);
· Save him money on energy and replace the old beer fridge with a new energy efficient one;

· If Dad is your sunshine, get him a high tech toy – a solar panel for the roof of his shed (again – maybe the house, too)

· Still high tech - perhaps a solar charger for his mobile phone, or some solar lights for the path in the garden to his shed);
· Show him that he can light up the shed - with a packet of energy efficient light globes (get him enough for the house too);
· Offset his beer drinking emissions, and the emissions from the car (and shed) – buy him a gift certificate to go carbon neutral;
· Help him spend some time getting fit – on a new bike (it uses renewable energy);
· He might need some help mowing the lawn – with a rechargeable electric lawn mower – powered on green power of course; and
· At the end of a good day, a relaxing shower from a new solar hot water system.

“WA SEA is the only business peak body actively supporting substantive action on sustainable energy in Western Australia, so a membership to WA SEA might be our final suggestion” says Dr Wills.

Media Contact:

Dr Ray Wills   0430 365 607

Editors notes:

1. ABS report on the impact of Fathers Day on retail trading (from 1997) http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/90a12181d877a6a6ca2568b5007b861c/2118ee79fad43afdca256ff100170384!OpenDocument
2. IBISWorld, Inc., ( www.ibisworld.com) study on Fathers Day in the USA http://www.ibisworld.com/pressrelease/pressrelease.aspx?prid=126
3. The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) is a chamber of businesses – with over 180 members, WA SEA hosts the key energy players in Western Australia, exemplified by our current corporate members: Alinta, Auto Classic BMW, BHP Billiton Iron Ore, BP Australia, Carnegie Corporation, City of Mandurah, Gull Group of Companies, Horizon Power, Landfill Gas & Power, Pacifichydro, Perth Energy, PricewaterhouseCoopers, Rio Tinto, Solahart, SunPower Corporation, Synergy Energy, The University of Western Australia, Verve Energy and Western Power and the WA Department of Industry and Resources..   www.wasea.com.au. 










