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WA Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA)

Media Release – 30 June 2008

Welcoming the harvest of sun and biofuels in WA.
The WA Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) welcomes Alan Carpenter’s announcement of the first round of funding from the Low Emission Energy Development (LEED) fund, 
The Carpenter Government’s six million dollar investment towards the construction of a solar power station in Kalgoorlie and the development of an oil mallee harvesting machine are welcome steps to harvest the wealth of renewable energy in Western Australia.
“Making use of solar makes sense – we are the Middle East of solar, and we can diversify the way we harvest the sun using solar cells and by growing plants,” says Dr Ray Wills, CEO of WA SEA.
“The development of an oil mallee harvesting machine will greatly assist the industry to develop sustainable biofuels in the south-west of Western Australia.”

“For biofuels to deliver, they must be from sustainable sources, not just renewable - as has been highlighted by a recent UK Royal Society report. But it is possible to produce biofuels sustainably. Feed stocks grown expressly for the purpose of biofuel production and not competing with food production will not impact on food pricing. And some feed stocks compliment rather than compete with food crops,” says Dr Wills.

Biofuel production utilising biomass is close to commercialization with small scale plants in operation in Canada and the USA.  The impact a price on carbon intensive inputs to energy generation that will soon come as a consequence of emissions trading will increase energy pricing and so will improve commerciality of new technologies. 

Oil mallees are one source of biomass readily available and well suited to growing in Australia, and deserve more attention.  The inclusion of mallees as a part of a sustainable, integrated cropping system maximizes farm yield and optimises environmental benefits on landscapes degrading through salinity and soil erosion. Mallees have a number of benefits including reducing water tables and creating wind breaks. 

The integrated cropping system has been perfected over 15 years with significant investment by farmers and assistance from the State and Australian Governments.  Mallee crops as part of a farm forestry program can provide a cost effective carbon sink to sequester carbon and yield carbon credits.  

By mechanically harvesting the trees, a reliable, renewable and sustainable source of biomass is provided for the generation of bioenergy, and production of biofuel and densified briquettes and pellets of mallee wood.  Wood pellets are particularly attractive as they are in strong demand in Europe as a heating fuel and for co-firing with coal. 

Curtin University researcher Professor Hongwei Wu has shown that, compared to all annual crops, mallee biomass has a much greater energy balance (output of energy minus inputs of energy) over its whole life cycle.  

“The mallee will regrow many times after harvesting providing the “magic pudding” biofuel that can be cut and re-grown from the same stump again and again,” says Professor Wu

The Oil Mallee Company of Australia (OMC) has been investigating this opportunity and has welcomed and supported research into the mallee.  

Simon Dawkins, Managing Director of OMC is preparing his company for the future. Mr Dawkins says “Policies and pricing are starting to favour the production of biofuels from bioenergy crops grown in the lower rainfall agricultural zones where, unlike the traditional annual crops, the mallee can withstand significant periods of drought.” 

“OMC is the only company I know of that is actually seeking biomass to energy involving mallees,” states Mr Dawkins.

“The oil mallee harvesting machine will help a truly sustainable production of biofuels as a part of the balance between food production and climate change,” adds Dr Wills.

Media Contact:

Dr Ray Wills   0430 365 607

Editors notes:

1. The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) is a chamber of businesses variously promoting, developing and/or adopting sustainable energy technologies and services that minimise the use of energy through sustainable energy practices and maximise the use of energy from sustainable sources. WA SEA is supported by a growing membership of 175 industry members from a diversity of businesses. Our members are many of the key energy players in Western Australia, exemplified by our current corporate members: Alinta, BHP Billiton Iron Ore, BP Australia, Carnegie Corporation, Gull Group of Companies, Horizon Power, Landfill Gas & Power, Pacifichydro, Perth Energy, PricewaterhouseCoopers, Rio Tinto, Solahart, Solar Sales, Synergy Energy, Verve Energy and Western Power and the WA Department of Industry and Resources. www.wasea.com.au. 









