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WA Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA)

Media Release – 28 June 2008

Emissions price on fuel essential – and is still two years away.
The Rudd Government must not exclude petrol from the national emissions trading scheme, according to the WA Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA), the business chamber for the sustainable energy industry in WA.
“Reducing excise by the difference of a carbon tax on petrol would be bad policy – and would simply be using smoke and mirrors to say this was a measure about greenhouse gas emissions when in fact it would be ineffectual,” says Dr Ray Wills, Chief Executive of WA SEA.

“And lets get some perspective - the start-up of a carbon tax on petrol with an emissions trading system is still two years away – in the meanwhile, the importance of taking all steps to be more energy efficient and making all efforts to curb greenhouse gas emissions in Australia and around the globe cannot be underestimated,” says Dr Wills.

“I can appreciate the political concern the Federal Government may have – but the reality is paying the price of carbon emissions on fuel is likely to be less than eight cents a litre – the equivalent of $40 a tonne for carbon, which most commentators on the price of carbon suggest will be the high side. Eight cents is less than the fluctuation in the weekly pump price cycle.”

“There is a lot of hype suggesting carbon trading could add twenty, thirty or even forty cents a litre to petrol – this is just nonsense and scare mongering – 40 cents a litre equates to $200 a tonne of carbon which will never happen,” explains Dr Wills.

“The best way to deal with this is to help Australians retire their petrol-guzzlers and step into new fuel efficient vehicles that are easily twice the efficiency of older cars – and in cases as much as three times more efficient – will do more than any other measure to ease the pain of prices at the petrol pump,” says Dr Wills.

“While we might pay more per litre, moving into energy efficient vehicles will not just slow growth in our monthly petrol bill – it may actually more cut the bill in half.”

In Western Australia, the RAC has just released a study showing a raft of easily affordable vehicles that with running costs of one third of some of their petrol-guzzling cousins. 

“State and Federal Governments must deal with the price of petrol by assisting the community make energy efficient decisions, and must announce measures to be included in 2009 budgets that start the process a year in advance of increased prices from an emissions trading system.”
“The Federal Government must focus on things it can control, such as mandating levels of fuel efficiency of the national vehicle fleet, and appropriate taxation relief and rebates for fuel efficient vehicles, and not be distracted by short-term measures on fuel pricing that will simply disappear as we watch the price of oil continue to rise in a global market,” says Dr Wills.

“Failing to deal with greenhouse gas emissions will be expensive - it may well cost the Earth.”

Media Contact:

Dr Ray Wills   0430 365 607

Editors notes:

1. RAC vehicle affordability statement - http://rac.com.au/Media/Media-releases-2008/Cost-of-running-a-car-going-up.aspx 
2. Fuel efficient vehicles listed on the Australian Government’s Green vehicle guide website show new vehicles are easily twice the efficiency of older cars – and in cases as much as three times more efficient than the ABS average. Australian Bureau of Statistics rate of fuel consumption averaged for all motor vehicles on Australian roads was 13.8 litres per 100 kilometres. Articulated trucks had the highest average fuel consumption with 55.6 litres per 100 kilometres. (ABS data for the 12 months ended 31 October 2006.) 
3. Statistics on Australian vehicle fleet - http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/ProductsbyReleaseDate/63AF63FDCC1078F4CA2571E1001F0FF6?OpenDocument 
4. Green Vehicle Guide website - http://www.greenvehicleguide.gov.au/ 

5. The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) is a chamber of businesses variously promoting, developing and/or adopting sustainable energy technologies and services that minimise the use of energy through sustainable energy practices and maximise the use of energy from sustainable sources. WA SEA is supported by a growing membership of 170 industry members from a diversity of businesses. Our members are many of the key energy players in Western Australia, exemplified by our current corporate members: Alinta, BHP Billiton Iron Ore, BP Australia, Carnegie Corporation, Gull Group of Companies, Horizon Power, Landfill Gas & Power, Pacifichydro, Perth Energy, PricewaterhouseCoopers, Rio Tinto, Solahart, Solar Sales, Synergy Energy, Verve Energy and Western Power and the WA Department of Industry and Resources. www.wasea.com.au. 









