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WA Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA)

Media Release – 21 June 2008

A fat nation - reduce french fried fossil fuels and have more green salad energy.
· Sustainability is about good energy practices – whether in our diet or our 

As Australians discover we may be the world’s fattest nation, the Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) urges we work on our energy diet.

“The challenge of global warming is to deal with how we both source and use energy. The fix is quite simple, and is basically the same message the dieticians have been telling us for years - we must have less of the energy that is bad for us, and instead make healthier choices in our sources of energy.” says Dr Ray Wills, CEO of WA SEA.

“Our misuse of energy costs us money, and is costing us the Earth, and will cost our children their future in an even more dire way than the current obesity epidemic.”

“The best dieticians tell us healthier living is not just about improving what we eat, but must combine with how we exercise. Getting the energy equation right to reduce greenhouse gas emissions is the same.”

“Governments must do more to invest in emissions free energy and produce a substantial net decline in greenhouse gas emissions across all government activities in 2008,” says Dr Wills.

“In particular, Alan Carpenter must commit our Government to ensure all new government announcements delivered from the public purse will both reduce energy waste and deliver energy efficiency (these are two different things), and that all developments are powered by renewable energy,” says Dr Wills.

“Businesses, too, must resolve to make more sustainable decisions on their acquisition and use of energy. But they need not sacrifice the sustainability of their business to do it – for example, businesses in green buildings report improved productivity, better staff retention, fewer sick days, cost savings from reduced energy use, and co-incidentally a reduced environmental footprint.”

“And for individuals, the choices are similar. We can use less energy at home and save money, drive more efficient cars and save money, choose to use public transport and actually save even more money. Or make the best choice, and, when we can, walk or cycle instead, and not just save money but prevent heart disease, obesity and diabetes.”

“Regardless of where you look across our community, our chief ailments are the result of our unwillingness to embrace sustainability.  For a healthier community and a healthier planet– we have to swap to a clean, sustainable energy diet - not just do that which is convenient, but actually do all the things required to make the new energy diet work.”

Media Contact:

Dr Ray Wills   0430 365 607

Editors notes:

1. The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) is a chamber of businesses variously promoting, developing and/or adopting sustainable energy technologies and services that minimise the use of energy through sustainable energy practices and maximise the use of energy from sustainable sources. WA SEA is supported by a growing membership of 170 industry members from a diversity of businesses. Our members are many of the key energy players in Western Australia, exemplified by our current corporate members: Alinta, BHP Billiton Iron Ore, BP Australia, Carnegie Corporation, Gull Group of Companies, Horizon Power, Landfill Gas & Power, Pacifichydro, Perth Energy, PricewaterhouseCoopers, Rio Tinto, Solahart, Solar Sales, Synergy Energy, Verve Energy and Western Power and the WA Department of Industry and Resources. www.wasea.com.au. 









