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WA Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA)

Media Release – 20 June 2008

Stamp out guzzlers – best petrol price relief by stamp duty exemption for green car purchase.
State and Federal Governments can offer immediate relief to motorists by removing stamp duty and other government imposed transaction costs that would be incurred in moving to fuel-efficient vehicles, according to the WA Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA).
WA SEA calls on the Carpenter Government to remove government price imposts incurred in vehicle changeover when motorists choose to buy fuel-efficient vehicles – both cars and trucks. 

“Premier Alan Carpenter and Treasurer Eric Ripper can create an Australian first by immediately eliminating government imposed costs of that are currently incurred in moving to a more fuel efficient vehicles,” according to Dr Ray Wills, CEO of WA SEA

“The Government should also engage with the motor trade industry and seek a reduction in dealer delivery charges levied on green cars to create a rapid uptake of green vehicles.”

“The Carpenter Government should also instigate a system of “cash for clunkers” that scraps the worst guzzlers from the road, buying old cars and trucks at trade prices, and scrapping them to ensure they are not resold but are crushed and recycled.”

“At the same time, the Rudd Federal Government must move immediately to change taxation laws so that only fuel efficient cars are eligible for tax concessions, including fringe benefits tax, and similarly the Western Australian state government should offer stamp duty relief to fuel efficient cars.”

“With the tax system directed to favour green cars, business fleet purchasing will also respond and further drive the market,” says Dr Wills.

“Measures that can get struggling families into fuel-efficient cars that use less than half of the fuel than the current national average for motor cars will save the equivalent of more than 75 cents a litre – potentially a saving of $30-50 per week,” explained Dr Wills.
“State and Federal Governments must act on things they can control, such as making green vehicles cheaper and mandating levels of fuel efficiency of the national vehicle fleet, and not be distracted by calls for fuel excise discounts that are short-term measures that will simply disappear as we watch the price of oil continue to rise in a global market,” says Dr Wills.

Media Contact:

Dr Ray Wills   0430 365 607

Editors notes:

1. Statistics on Australian vehicle fleet - http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/ProductsbyReleaseDate/63AF63FDCC1078F4CA2571E1001F0FF6?OpenDocument 
2. Green Vehicle Guide website - http://www.greenvehicleguide.gov.au/gvgpublicui/ApplicationFirstStartTaskWebForm.aspx
3. The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) is the business peak body for the sustainable energy industry in Western Australia. www.wasea.com.au. 









