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WA Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA)

Media Release – 4 June 2008

Diverse renewable energy resources for a more sustainable solution for secure WA energy supplies.
Failures of gas supplies from the North West Shelf creating an energy generation crisis for Perth and the south-west (as it did in January 2008) underscores the need for more urgent action to create diversified generation capacity in the state, according to the Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA).

“The key is ensuring a diversity of energy supply for electricity production. Over-reliance on a single source of supply is not wise. If we had moved faster in the past five years to commission a variety of new renewable energy projects across Western Australia, gas outages would undoubtedly be of less concern,” says Dr Ray Wills, CEO of WA SEA.

“WA SEA has been calling on the State Government for the past five years to move more rapidly on bolstering distributed generation through the south-west, and last month’s budget offered no significant change from the business as usual model of government. We need action, to act now for the future on both energy security and on reducing our greenhouse gas emissions” says Dr Wills.

“The Carpenter Government must act quickly, and resolve to aggressively invest in a variety of renewable generation spread across regional and rural Western Australia – investing in a diversity of projects including additional wind farms, ramping up biomass and biogas production for electricity, actually committing to harvest the wealth of solar energy in the state using both solar thermal and photovoltaic technology, and fast-tracking the development of our wave and geothermal resources.”

WA SEA supports the call from the Chamber of Commerce and Industry for a long term energy policy to give business a greater degree of confidence about the state's energy future, both for export and domestic customers.”

“Our state must ramp up use of Western Australia’s massive renewable energy resource – non-renewable sources will all eventually fail, but renewable energy will continue to shine on us, to wash up on our shores, and to blow past us.”

Editors notes:

1. The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) is the only business peak body actively supporting substantive action on sustainable energy in Western Australia. WA SEA is supported by a growing membership of 160 industry members from a diversity of businesses and our members are many of the key energy players in Western Australia. www.wasea.com.au. 









