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WA Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA)

Media Release – 27 May 2008

Fishing for the right solution on fuel price.
Refunding the GST on the 38 cents per litre excise component on fuel sales will do very little to fix the problem of energy affordability, according to the WA Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA).
“Returning the almost four cents a litre the Federal Government gains from the GST on the excise component of fuel delivers would be of minimal value to the motorist, but if the Federal Government uses the roughly $1.5 billion of revenue annually to fund programs to improve energy efficiency for all in Australia, much can be gained,” says Dr Ray Wills, CEO of WA SEA.
The latest industry to declare challenges with their fuel bill is the fishing industry.

“The Federal Government specifically use the GST on excise revenue to embark on programs that help all industry sectors and the whole community become more efficient in energy use and so reduce the impact of the rising price of fuel on their activities and their budgets,” says Dr Wills.

“Support for more rapid deployment of energy efficiency in the home and for business - including transport and fishing fleets - will help the Federal Government to build a sustainable economy for all Australians,” says Dr Wills.

“WA SEA calls on the Prime Minister Kevin Rudd to focus on things it can influence through assistance packages, rebates and tax-breaks on energy efficiency, and not be distracted by calls for short-term measures on fuel pricing that will simply disappear as we watch the price of oil continue to rise in a global market,” says Dr Wills.

Media Contact:

Dr Ray Wills   0430 365 607

Editors notes:

1. Story on fishing industry - http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2008/05/27/2256705.htm 

2. The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) is the only business peak body actively supporting substantive action on sustainable energy in Western Australia. WA SEA is supported by a growing membership of 160 industry members from a diversity of businesses and our members are many of the key energy players in Western Australia. www.wasea.com.au. 









