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WA Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA)

Media Release – 13 May 2008

Federal Budget – some gaps but overall B+ on climate change and greenhouse.

The 2008 Federal Budget delivers a reasonable spread of measures for business, the community, and Australia to ramp up energy efficiency, develop renewable energy, and deliver greenhouse gas reductions, according to the WA Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA).
“A welcome element is some real evidence of joined-up thinking in the budget papers – that is cross portfolio initiatives that reveal the Rudd Government recognises that action on mitigating global warming and adapting to climate change impacts must work across ministerial boundaries,” says Dr Ray Wills, CEO of WA SEA.
“There are a few places where this has not happened. In considering some headline items:

· The fight against inflation;

· Making housing affordable;

· Cost of living pressures; and

· Groceries, petrol, counselling,

there has not been the same recognition that measures tackling climate change will provide relief of rising costs.” 
“We need to continue to build the joined-up thinking to simultaneously tackle the threat of inflation and of climate change. A more sustainable approach to the economy deals with both issues at the same time - and with the same expenditure,” says Dr Wills.

“For example, the cheapest and most sustainable way to fight inflation is a campaign on energy efficiency that result in long term energy savings, reducing inflationary pressures from rising energy prices that would otherwise impact on the cost of living, housing affordability and national productivity.” adds Dr Wills 
WA SEA also notes the hangover of some old arguments on the costs of actions on climate. 

“In contrast to some of the cautionary language in parts of the budget, investment in action on climate change will not cost the economy, but will build it - with new economic development in projects that grow real profits in new operations with new jobs in real, emissions free energy. Investments that will help build a more sustainable economy for Australia, and that won’t cost the Earth - just save it,” says Dr Wills.

“Wayne Swann’s inaugural budget is a reasonable start to support the mandate given by Australians to the Rudd Government to act on global warming,” says Dr Wills.

Media Contact:

Dr Ray Wills   0430 365 607

Editors notes:

1. The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) is the business peak body for the sustainable energy industry in Western Australia. www.wasea.com.au. 
2. WA SEA is a diverse chamber including some of the largest energy businesses in Western Australia. WA SEA members are businesses involved in sustainable energy practices and including energy efficiency across government, business and the community in infrastructure; architecture and design of buildings and homes; performance of appliances, vehicles, machinery, and industrial processes; use of renewable energy generation including passive use and solar hot water. 










