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WA Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA)

Media Release – 11 May 2008

Federal budget – maximise sustainability outcomes and greenhouse reductions in tax relief.

A 2008 Federal Budget directed at improving energy efficiency, developing renewable energy, and delivering greenhouse gas reductions will build Australia’s economy, according to the WA Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA).
“The 2008 Federal Budget must make Australia a more sustainable place, and drive the development of a portfolio of renewable energy generation, including powering government operations on renewable energy,” says Dr Ray Wills, CEO of WA SEA.
“For example, the cheapest and most sustainable way to fight inflation is to deliver energy efficiency in all things - including our homes and for our vehicles - that result in long term energy savings and reduce inflationary pressures from rising energy prices that would otherwise impact on both national productivity and the CPI,” says Dr Wills.

“The budget must therefore deliver both tax relief and incentives that promote business and community investment in energy efficient buildings, appliances and vehicles.”

“Similarly, the foreshadowed comprehensive review of Australia's tax system must be charged with eliminating perverse incentives that encourage energy waste, and penalties on actions and goods that would otherwise deliver energy savings and greenhouse gas reductions. For example, even the mooted luxury tax on motor vehicles should exclude energy efficient cars.” 

“The budget must also include measures to rapidly ramp up use of Australia’s massive renewable energy resource.  Australia is the Middle East of renewable energy and we must move to harvest the energy bonanza for the benefit of the Australian economy and in a way that creates advantages for Australia’s export industries,” says Dr Wills

“The budget must be the beginning of a journey for a more sustainable future for Australia – one that reduces the risk of inflation and maximises productivity in our economy by developing an array of sustainable energy solutions based on the wealth of renewable energy resources in Australia,” says Dr Wills.

“Wayne Swann’s inaugural budget must exercise the Rudd Government’s mandate given by Australians to act on global warming,” says Dr Wills.

Media Contact:

Dr Ray Wills   0430 365 607

Editors notes:

1. The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) is the business peak body for the sustainable energy industry in Western Australia. www.wasea.com.au. 
2. WA SEA is a diverse chamber including some of the largest energy businesses in Western Australia. WA SEA members are businesses involved in sustainable energy practices and including energy efficiency across government, business and the community in infrastructure; architecture and design of buildings and homes; performance of appliances, vehicles, machinery, and industrial processes; use of renewable energy generation including passive use and solar hot water. 










