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WA Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA)

Media Release – 8 May 2008

2008 Western Australian Budget does not Act now for the future.

The 2008 Western Australian Budget is unsustainably dressed in the Emperor's new clothes according to the WA Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA). There is no improvement on the fashions of last year when WA SEA described the 2007 budget allocation to climate change action as "embarrassingly skimpy".

"Treasurer Eric Ripper dressed his 2008 Budget up as one that will build for the future, but there is little evidence of actions that weaves a joined-up, whole-of-government approach to tackle climate change and create a more sustainable use of energy," says Dr Ray Wills, CEO of WA SEA.

"Long term measures to improve energy efficiency in both households and businesses will reduce the impact of rising energy prices that are a key part of mortgage and rent stress." states Dr Wills.

"The 2008 budget has missed an opportunity to deliver tax relief that is directed at promoting investment in energy efficient buildings, appliances and vehicles, and delivering substantial incentives for the development of a portfolio of renewable energy generation."

"We need joined-up thinking to simultaneously tackle the threat of inflation and of climate change. A more sustainable approach to the economy deals with both issues at the same time - and with the same expenditure," says Dr Wills

"Eric Ripper's 2008 budget fails to fund any evidence of the Carpenter Government's claimed commitment to Western Australians to act now for the future."

"As we build for the future, we must ensure our efforts don't end up costing us the Earth," says Dr Wills.

Media Contact:

Dr Ray Wills   0430 365 607

Editors notes:

1. The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) is the business peak body for the sustainable energy industry in Western Australia. WA SEA is a diverse chamber with more than 150 members from almost all sectors of industry including many of the largest energy businesses in Western Australia.  www.wasea.com.au.










