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WA Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA)

Media Release – 29 April 2008

Businesses set for 30% windfall – energy savings pay back investment in greenhouse reporting.

Headlines bemoaning the cost of tackling greenhouse reporting, estimated at $7 billion across the nation, fail to account for the cost savings and productivity gains that will flow from better management, according to the WA Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA).
“Emissions are primarily the result of energy consumption, and reporting will simply cause businesses to better understand their energy consumption across their operations. Improved reporting will deliver to businesses better energy management that will ultimately deliver cost savings and a better bottom line,” says Dr Ray Wills, CEO of WA SEA.

“Some of Australia’s biggest companies have already made the investment in reporting as a part of their participation in the Greenhouse Challenge program and in response to the mandated Energy Efficiency Opportunities Act, and are already saving energy, reducing emissions, and reducing costs.” says Dr Wills.

 “It may be surprising to some that many businesses do not have a detailed understanding of the energy use across their operations – many simply consider energy as a single input and simply pay the bill. Businesses reporting on their emissions will develop a better understand energy flows of their operations and will ultimately win cost savings, in most cases of more than 30%, that will pay back investments in reporting and energy efficiency and increase profits.”

“And the Rudd Government must lead through COAG to put in place integrated measures that put Australia on a path of energy efficiency – not just for business but across government and the community too. Wayne Swann’s May budget must include rebates or create tax relief for investment in energy efficiency outcomes and promote investment in energy efficient buildings, appliances and vehicles and reduce inflationary pressures from increasing energy prices.” says Dr Wills.

“Eric Ripper’s budget in Western Australia must also deliver funding for energy efficiency in government agencies, with an increased commitment to power government operations on renewable energy, and to increase rebates and tax relief for business and the community to follow suit.” says Dr Wills.
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Editors notes:

1. News story from the Australian Financial Review 
http://www.afr.com/ http://www.afr.com/home/viewer.aspx?EDP://20080429000020599553&magsection=news-news&title=Business+hit+with+%247bn+emissions+bill&source=/_xmlfeeds/news/feed.xml
2. The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) is the business peak body for the sustainable energy industry in Western Australia. www.wasea.com.au. 
3. WA SEA is a diverse chamber of sustainable energy companies and businesses including some of the largest energy businesses in Western Australia. WA SEA members are businesses involved in sustainable energy practices and including energy efficiency across government, business and the community in infrastructure; architecture and design of buildings and homes; performance of appliances, vehicles, machinery, and industrial processes; use of renewable energy generation including passive use and solar hot water. 










