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WA Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA)

Media Release – 29 March 2008

Earth Hour 2008 must be more than a New Year’s resolution to diet.

If people are genuine about Earth Hour 2008 at 8 PM tonight, 29 March 2008, they must be ready to make a commitment to change the way they use energy from today, according to the The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc (WA SEA).
“One part of Earth Hour is to send a powerful message - a message from those participating to the world that they are prepared to reduce their energy use to reduce greenhouse gas emissions,” says Dr Ray Wills, CEO of WA SEA.

“Our misuse of energy costs us money, and will cost us the Earth with greenhouse gas emissions, and will cost our children their future.”

“The best dieticians tell us healthier living is not just about improving what we eat, but must combine with how we exercise. Getting the energy equation right to reduce greenhouse gas emissions is the same.”

“After Earth Hour, the State Government must resolve to actively invest in energy efficiency and reduce greenhouse gas emissions across all government activities in 2008,” says Dr Wills.

“In addition, Alan Carpenter must commit our Government to ensure all new government announcements delivered from the public purse not only reduce energy waste and deliver energy efficiency (these are two different things), but also are then are powered by renewable energy,” says Dr Wills.

“Businesses, too, must resolve to make more sustainable decisions on improving energy efficiency and buying more renewable energy.”

“And for individuals, the choices are similar. The most effective measures are to use less energy at home through energy efficiency as well as buying renewable energy to power their homes, and seek to drive more efficient cars.”
“Our Earth Hour resolution must be for a healthier planet cutting down on junk greenhouse gas emitting energy and improving our uptake of green energy. And we have to stick with the new diet, and do all the things required to make the new energy diet work.”

WA SEA congratulates WWF and the Earth Hour organisers, and look forward to those Western Australian companies wanting to make a year long commitment by joining with our members to be more sustainable in their energy use and to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions for the whole year.
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Editors notes:

1. The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) is the peak body for the sustainable energy industry in Western Australia. www.wasea.com.au. WA SEA is a diverse group of sustainable energy companies and businesses including some of the largest energy businesses in Western Australia. WA SEA members are businesses involved in sustainable energy practices and including energy efficiency across government, business and the community in infrastructure; architecture and design of buildings and homes; performance of appliances, vehicles, machinery, and industrial processes; use of renewable energy generation including passive use and solar hot water.

2. Earth Hour website http://www.earthhour.org/ 









