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WA Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA)

Media Release – 21 March 2008

Energy efficiency will negate the energy costs of emissions.

Increased fuel and electricity prices that will come with paying for greenhouse gas emissions, as described in the Garnaut Climate Change Review, will not impact on families if Australia immediately moves to improve energy efficiency, according to the Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA).

“Incentives to deliver energy efficiency in all things - including our homes and for our vehicles - will result in long term energy savings and reduce pressures from rising energy prices that will arise as we pay the price to fix global warming,” says Dr Ray Wills, CEO of WA SEA.

“The key is taking immediate action in Australia to ensure we immediately ramp up work to take Australia to improved energy efficiency and lower greenhouse gas emissions across all sectors of industry. We must also start building all new electricity generation from renewable sources.”

“Long term measures to improve energy efficiency in both households and businesses will reduce the impact of rising energy prices. Energy efficiency measures that will reduce our energy bills despite the increase in the unit price of energy – if we use less, we will pay less.”

“And the Rudd Government must lead through COAG with urgent measures to put Australia on a path of energy efficiency across government, business and the community by targeting rebates or creating tax relief for buyers investing in energy efficient homes and buildings, and purchasing energy efficient appliances and vehicles.” says Dr Wills.

“We need joined-up thinking to simultaneously tackle the threat of inflation and of climate change. A more sustainable approach to the economy deals with both issues at the same time - and with the same expenditure,” says Dr Wills.
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Dr Ray Wills   0430 365 607

Editors notes:

1. The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) is the peak body for the sustainable energy industry in Western Australia. www.wasea.com.au. WA SEA is a diverse group of sustainable energy companies and businesses including some of the largest energy businesses in Western Australia. WA SEA members are businesses involved in sustainable energy practices and including energy efficiency across government, business and the community in infrastructure; architecture and design of buildings and homes; performance of appliances, vehicles, machinery, and industrial processes; use of renewable energy generation including passive use and solar hot water.

2. Details of the Garnaut Climate Change Review are available from http://www.garnautreview.org.au/ 









