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Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA)

Media Release – 11 February 2008

Sustainable infrastructure – new projects in Perth must be carbon neutral.

All new infrastructure projects must be developed using sustainability principals and work to be carbon neutral, according to the Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA).

“The Premier’s announcement on Friday of investments in the new multi-purpose stadium and the new Museum totalling $1.6 billion dollars are welcome, and are important initiatives that join a raft of other new infrastructure projects totalling $22 billion that will be foundation stones for the benefit of al Western Australians” says WA SEA CEO, Dr Ray Wills.
“And as we grow our State, we must ensure our own actions don’t cost the Earth. The Carpenter Government must commit to build all new infrastructure projects to be icons of energy efficiency, designed on principals of zero waste, and be powered by renewable energy.”

Compare today, the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, a state of the United Arab Emirates with a population and a Gross Domestic Product less than that of Western Australia, has announced commencement of an a $22 billion investment program to develop innovative technologies for renewable, alternative and sustainable energy, and that Masdar City will be the ‘first carbon-free city’ in the world. The city will use a fraction of the power of existing cities, and that power will come from carbon neutral, renewable sources such as solar power, and embracing a ‘zero waste’ approach.

If we are to Act Now for the Future to respond to climate change, our plans and actions need to always include outcomes that contribute to a response to global warming.
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Editors notes:

1. The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) is the peak body for the sustainable energy industry in Western Australia. www.wasea.com.au

2. Dr Ray Wills has more than 25 years experience in working for government, Parliament, industry, industry bodies, NGOs and academia. Dr Wills is recognised by business, government and community leaders in WA as an authoritative commentator on policy and functional responses to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and adapt to global warming. In addition to being CEO of WA SEA, Dr Wills is an Adjunct Senior Research Fellow with the School of Earth and Geographical Sciences at the University of Western Australia.

3. Abu Dhabi stories http://news.google.com.au/news?source=ig&hl=en&rlz=&ie=UTF-8&tab=wn&ncl=1130177815 

4. GDP figures for Australia and United Arab Emirates http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_GDP_%28PPP%29
5. WA Government Act Now for the Future website http://www.actnow.wa.gov.au/ 










