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Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA)

Media Release – 17 January 2008

Sustainable pricing for water - and energy
Paying the full price of commodities including the environmental cost is the only way we can build a sustainable economy, according to the Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA).

“One of the key impacts of our misuse of energy, and the emissions that contribute to climate change, is on water,” says Dr Ray Wills, CEO of WA SEA.

“And ironically, the provision of both water and energy require a similar kind of approach in sourcing, distribution, and supply. And water and energy have always been undervalued in Australia.”

“Getting the price right on water, as described in the Economic Regulation Authority report release today, will send a financial signal to the market to develop solutions for becoming more efficient in water use. One of the costs associated with water use is energy - water is heavy and requires energy to move it around, and so saving water saves energy,” says Dr Wills.

“As the price of both water and energy rise, as they both will over the next few years, energy costs in groundwater extraction, production of potable water, and wastewater treatment will have an increasing impact. As a consequence, local production, distribution and recycling of water will become far more important. For example, water production in a desalination plant within a couple of hundred kilometres of its point of use is a far more energy efficient approach and will use less energy than pumping water large distances down pipelines.” says Dr Wills
“And to ensure our water use doesn’t add to our greenhouse emissions, WA SEA calls on Alan Carpenter to commit the Western Australia Government to powering all water supplies through renewable energy – not just our desalination plants, but all energy involved in our use of water,” says Dr Wills.
“And at the same time, the State Government must roll out measures that promote water and energy efficiency across government, business and the community to reduce the burden of price increases. Rebates and tax relief for buyers investing in eco-efficient homes, buildings, appliances and vehicles need to be a part of the mix. In directing such initiatives to both consumers and businesses, an enduring tax cut would be delivered via savings in water and energy costs, reduce inflationary pressures, and of course reducing greenhouse gas emissions.”
“The challenge of climate change should be the catalyst for changing the way we source and use water - and energy.”

“WA SEA has consistently called for an integrated whole-of-government approach to tackle the enormous challenge that climate change presents. Getting the price right on water is one piece of the puzzle.” says Dr Wills.
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Editors notes:

1. The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) is the peak body for the sustainable energy industry in Western Australia. www.wasea.com.au

2. ERA Report on Water Pricing - http://www.era.wa.gov.au/ - http://www.era.wa.gov.au/cproot_download/6327/31770/20080117%20Notice%20-%20Inquiry%20into%20the%20Water%20Corporations%20Tariffs.pdf 

3. Dr Ray Wills has more than 25 years experience in working for government, Parliament, industry, industry bodies, NGOs and academia. Dr Wills is recognised by business, government and community leaders in WA as an authoritative commentator on policy and functional responses to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and adapt to global warming. In addition to being CEO of WA SEA, Dr Wills is an Adjunct Senior Research Fellow with the School of Earth and Geographical Sciences at the University of Western Australia.









