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Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA)

Media Release – 7 January 2008

Over a barrel – motorists increasingly choosing fuel efficient cars while Australian car industry asleep at the wheel.

The latest motor vehicle sales shows motorists are working out that the best fence against fuel prices and inflation is to buy more fuel efficient cars, according to the Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA).

“Over the past few years, car sales show Australians are increasingly going to fuel efficient vehicles. But curiously, the Australian car industry is in denial, saying the latest numbers don’t show any trend related to fuel efficiency in our motor vehicle fleet” says Dr Ray Wills, CEO of WA SEA.

“But, today’s car sales figures show people are stepping out of their old petrol guzzlers and choosing more fuel efficient models, in both passenger cars and in SUVs,” he said.

“The best example of this can be seen by the fact that a decade ago large sedans were the most popular vehicle type in Australia. Today, light and small cars now dominate, representing more than a one third of all new passenger car sales,” says Dr Wills.

“Even in the four-wheel-drive market, sales of small and medium off-roaders rose sharply. Small SUVs in particular are now almost half of the SUV market, compared to only one third in 2004.”

“And motorists are turning to vehicles that are more fuel efficient – sales of diesel passenger vehicles are 15 times higher than in 2004, while the sales of diesel SUVs, where diesel has been more common, has doubled in the same time.”

“And what is the Australian car industry doing? How is it spending large amounts of tax-payers funds provided for restructuring?” asks Dr Wills

“Where is an Australian-built, fuel-efficient, diesel passenger car? What happened to GM and the long awaited Commodore diesel? What about Mitsubishi, or Ford, or Toyota?” asks Dr Wills.
The Australian car industry has been asleep at the wheel of its V8 cars, and not noticing the changing climate. GM trumpeted six months ago that it was “pinning its export hopes” on the 8 cylinder Pontiac – a move that was described as the  “Australian automotive manufacturing sector ... being transformed into an outward looking, internationally competitive ... industry."
“And all this in a world that is moving to more fuel-efficient vehicles. Meanwhile in Australia, we are building inefficient cars that support the import of foreign fuel and foreign fuel efficient cars because Australian manufacturers are failing this market, and impacting on the balance of trade,” says Dr Wills.

Media Contact:

Dr Ray Wills   94813169
Editors notes:

1. The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) is the peak body for the sustainable energy industry in Western Australia. www.wasea.com.au

2. Graphs below from data available from the Federal Chamber of Automotive Industries (FCAI) http://www.fcai.com.au/ 
3. GM pontiac announcement http://www.news.com.au/business/story/0,23636,22016059-14305,00.html?from=public_rss
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