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Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA)

Media Release – 3 January 2008

UPDATED - When the North West Shelf fails the South West grid, 
WA needs a sustainable supply of energy.

Angst over the bottleneck of gas supplies from the North West Shelf creating an energy generation crisis for Perth and the south-west highlights the need for more urgent action to create diversified generation capacity for south-west Western Australia, according to the Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA).

“The key is ensuring a diversity of energy supply for electricity production. Over-reliance on a single source of supply is not wise. If we had moved faster in the past five years to commission a variety of new renewable energy projects across Western Australia, today’s gas outage would undoubtedly be of less concern,” says Dr Ray Wills, CEO of WA SEA.

“WA SEA has been calling on the State Government for the past five years to move more rapidly on bolstering distributed generation through the south-west,” says Dr Wills.

“The Carpenter Government must act quickly, and resolve to aggressively invest in a variety of renewable generation spread across the rural Western Australia –investing in a diversity of projects including biofuels, wind farms, and solar farms using both solar thermal and photovoltaic technology, and fast-tracking the development of our wave and geothermal resources.”
“There is little doubt 2007 was the Year of Talking the Talk on climate change – 2008 must be the Year of Walking the Walk. The Western Australian Government has said all through 2007 it will Act Now: 2008 is the time to get on with it in a big way,” says Dr Wills.

Media Contact:

Dr Ray Wills   0430 365 607

Editors notes:

1. The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) is the peak body for the sustainable energy industry in Western Australia. www.wasea.com.au

2. Stories on gas supply interruptions and potential electricity supply at http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2008/01/02/2130730.htm?site=wa
http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2008/01/03/2131189.htm?site=wa
