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Renewable energy target offers a clear investment signal and market certainty.

The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WASEA) applauds today’s announcement by Minister Fran Logan that shows the State Government is committed to a mandated 15% renewable energy target by 2020.

“Responding to climate change will create opportunities, establish new businesses, and create new jobs. Setting a renewable energy target is a critical step for the Carpenter Government as it moves to build what will be a more sustainable economy, and relief from escalating prices of fossil fuels.” says the Chair of WASEA, Dr Ray Wills.

“Western Australia has world class renewable energy resources and exceptional renewable energy expertise, and project proponents are desperate to invest.”

“This target sets a legal minimum renewable energy contribution to energy generation on Western Australia’s main South West electricity grid. The target will provide a clear investment signal and market certainty and allows businesses to develop new renewable energy projects, and so deliver low-emissions energy for projects in south-west WA.”

“But, it does not create projects elsewhere in Western Australia and measures to increase the uptake of renewable energy in WA beyond the southwest grid must also be examined. Planning must also ensure there is the capacity to grow this target beyond 2020.”

“We need to use energy more sustainably. This means reducing unnecessary use, increasing efficiency of use, as well as harnessing carbon neutral energy sources.”

“WASEA has called for a mandated renewable energy target since 2002, championing Recommendation 69 of the Electricity Reform Task Force that proposed a license requirement be placed on all WA retailers to source a percentage of their electricity from renewable energy.” 

“The Greens, with support of the Nationals and Liberal Party effectively called for action a year ago when they passed the Western Australian Renewable Energy Target (WARET) Bill in the Upper House. The Bill was not supported by the Carpenter Government.”

“I encourage industry and the community to attend tomorrow’s Green Energy Rally at Parliament House in support of a renewable energy target. A demonstration of support will help ensure a mandated renewable energy target becomes a reality.” says Dr Wills

Media Contact:

Dr Ray Wills, Chair, WA Sustainable Energy Association  - Mobile: 0412 653 127

Email: chair@wasea.com.au 
Web:  www.wasea.com.au   

Notes:

1. The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WASEA) is the peak body for the sustainable energy industry in Western Australia. 

2. Details of the announcement at 
http://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/media/media.nsf/news/5195AE699DD2C552C8257346000EE99F?opendocument 
http://www1.sedo.energy.wa.gov.au/pages/whats_new.asp
http://clusterpreview.vividcluster.global.net.au/sedo/pdf/Modeling%20Report.pdf   
3. Details of the Clean Energy Rally at 

http://www.mp.wa.gov.au/llewellyn/  

4. Dr Ray Wills has had a wide-ranging career at different times as researcher, planner, adviser, manager and academic. Dr Wills has substantial expertise in ecology, sustainability, climate change science and the effects of expected future climates on Australia, and is recognised by business, government and community leaders in WA as an authoritative commentator on policy and functional responses to mitigate and adapt to global warming. In addition to his role as Chair of WASEA, Dr Wills is an Adjunct Senior Research Fellow with the School of Earth and Geographical Sciences at the University of Western Australia, and Manager, Sustainability Services, SMEC. 

