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Prime Minister is choosing silver bullets with nuclear jackets before markets.

‘The Prime Minister is choosing silver bullets with a nuclear jacket for his gun.’ says Dr Ray Wills, Chair of the Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA)
‘A Liberal Government should be about supporting markets and market-based solutions. Instead of choosing silver bullets, the Prime Minister should be putting in the best possible framework and send a signal to the market that allows businesses to make decisions on investments on the best low-emissions and no-emissions technologies.’
‘It is the role of governments to build frameworks that establish clear market signals, and allow Australia’s innovative businesses to respond and develop the solutions. Governments have a poor history of choosing the silver bullet - white elephants are more likely to appear. In contrast, the best initiatives have always come from governments that offer leadership in building the right economic, social and environmental frameworks, and allowing competing businesses to strive to build the best outcomes. The Prime Minister rightly takes this approach in other areas with success, why not for the issue of reducing Australia's greenhouse gase emissions?'
‘The right framework is a simple one that has been available for many years,’ says Dr Ray Wills. ‘A national emissions trading scheme that sets a greenhouse gas emission reduction target will do just that.’ 

“No business would attempt to operate without targets and performance goals. In the same way, if we are to establish a carbon trading system that is effective in promoting change, surely we should expect it to have strong performance measures too?” 
‘And the Government must support initiatives that will result in real cuts in greenhouse gas emissions, not just a slowing in growth of emissions. Such action needs to be taken now. The Federal Government must be looking at responses available today, and not just fixate on measures that will take 10-15 years to show benefits.'
‘Renewable energy provides the only technology available today and ready to build today that can provide real and affordable cuts in greenhouse gas emissions.’ says Dr Wills.
‘The Howard Government must take decisive action and seriously commit to the enormous challenge presented by global warming in a sustainable and cost effective manner. The time to act is now.’ stated Dr Wills. 
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