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To boldly go - State Government must trek beyond the stars

The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WASEA) welcomes today’s announcement of the Five Star Plus initiative by the Hon Michelle Roberts, Minister for Housing and Works. 

‘The community is aware of the need to act on climate change and we are looking for ways we can reduce energy and water use,’ says Dr Ray Wills, Chair, WASEA.

‘The Five Star Plus initiative is an important measure for the new home market that will see reductions in household energy and water use, and so a saving on energy and water bills.’

‘This measure is an important start in addressing the need for more efficient housing. And an important aspect must be strong enforcement of the code to ensure these measures are indeed achieved.’ Says Dr Wills

‘Other steps also need to be taken. In the new home market, WASEA urges the Government to continue its work towards adopting the Building and Sustainability Index (BASIX), to mandate solar access in block orientation in new housing developments, require the reporting of a home’s energy efficiency with any sale or rent agreement on both new and existing homes, and provide stamp duty relief for all home buyers investing in new or retrofitted housing that exceeds five star energy and water efficiency.’

‘In addition, the established home market needs to adopt energy and water efficiency measures. WASEA encourages the Government to initiate stamp duty relief for those who invest in efficiency upgrades’ says Dr Wills.

‘In the longer term, an energy and water efficient home will be a financial winner for the homeowner – and for tenants - and the State will see its efforts towards legislating greater efficiency by providing long term savings more effective than tax cuts.’ 

‘A raft of measures are required to help the whole community in efforts to both reduce energy waste and improve energy efficiency in those things that require energy. If we do not act decisively now and put solutions in place within the next few years, dangerous climate change will become almost impossible to avoid, and most certainly inconvenient. Half measures chosen merely as those that do not inconvenience our lives will not address this problem.’

‘An integrated approach involving Government, business and the community is needed to reduce the State’s greenhouse gas emissions. The time for action is now’ says Dr Wills
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The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WASEA) is the peak body for the sustainable energy industry in Western Australia.

