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State Government taking financial advantage of an emerging industry sector

The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc (WASEA) is disappointed that the state Government has plans to milk the geothermal industry in its formative years.

‘It is very disappointing the State Government is legislating to extract 2.5% of royalties from the geothermal industry, while still in its infancy stage’ says Dr Ray Wills, Chair, WASEA

‘During this early stage the Government should be supporting, not hampering efforts to commercialise technologies. It is even more frustrating in this instance as only a few months ago the Government espoused the virtues of geothermal energy as a means to providing reliable and emissions free base load power in the Premier’s Climate Action Statement.’ 

‘Imposition of a royalty suggests that the Government only sees geothermal energy as another revenue raiser’ says Dr Wills.

‘At a time when sustainable energy security and reliability of energy supply are high on the political agenda, it would make sense that the Government should do everything to support the commercialisation of a host of sustainable energy technologies including geothermal resources.’

‘After the geothermal industry is well-established and displacing the use of royalty-earning fossil fuel for the generation of electricity, then and only then should the Government should seek royalties from geothermal resources’ says Dr Wills.

‘As this draft legislation is about to go to cabinet for approval, we ask that Ministers support legislation that encourages the development of the geothermal industry and avoid the temptation to seeking immediate royalties.’
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The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WASEA) is the peak body for the sustainable energy industry in Western Australia.  www.wasea.com.au
Notes to editors:

1. Further details of the amendment Bill: http://www.doir.wa.gov.au/mineralsandpetroleum/09548FFE9ED74649A392EF7F4461F41E.asp 

2. The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WASEA) is the peak body for the sustainable energy industry in Western Australia. WASEA works on behalf of all members to ensure that the State and Federal Governments adhere to sustainability principles, and are committed to mitigating greenhouse gas emissions through the deployment of sustainable energy solutions and adopting practical measures to adapt to climate change. As a body strongly supported by industry, but inclusive of community and individual members, WA SEA keeps members informed and fosters productive relationships with key stakeholders. 

3. Dr Ray Wills has had a wide-ranging career as researcher, planner, adviser, consultant, manager and academic. Dr Wills is a recognised expert in ecology, sustainability, climate change science and the effects of expected future climates on environmental and socio-economic issues, as well as policy formulation including market-based policy responses. In addition to being Chair of WASEA, Dr Wills is Manager, Sustainability Services, SMEC, and an Adjunct Senior Research Fellow with the School of Earth and Geographical Sciences at the University of Western Australia. 

