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We need to beat global warming and Kyoto is a qualifying match for the world cup.
Dr Ray Wills, Chair, WA Sustainable Energy Association Inc (WASEA) supports Al Gore’s call today for Australia to commit to Kyoto.

"To do something to combat global warming, we need action that will stop growth in emissions, and then follow through with further actions that will actually reduce emissions."

"I’d prefer that climate change was not an election issue, that it wasn’t a point of choice between John Howard and Kevin Rudd – I’d prefer to see full agreement from the Prime Minister and the Leader of the Opposition that unified action is required and that Kyoto was one part – but an essential part - of a raft of responses." says Dr Wills

World cup – let’s play to win.

Football teams don’t just play one game or one round to win a Premiership or a World Cup – they play every game. And the coach has to want it, the team has to want it, every player has to want it. The coach doesn't want his players to think "we can try and win", he wants them to think "we are going to win". And to achieve this, the coach makes plans and sets targets, builds the desire to win, and puts every player on the field – and ensures all players - the forwards, the centres and the backs - put in 100% in every match, and actually get out on the field and make it happen.

In the same way, we have to want to win - to cut greenhouse gas emissions, to reduce global warming - we have to want it, to be determined, make plans and set targets, and make the changes, and make it happen. And Kyoto is one of the games we have to play to get there.
We must do as much as we possibly can, and not simply adopt only those measures that are not overly inconvenient. Half measures will not address this problem. We actually have to try. Losing the greenhouse gas reduction Premiership cannot be an option – we have to win. 

Inconvenient truth.

If we do not act decisively now, and put real solutions in place within the next few years, dangerous climate change will become almost impossible to avoid, and most certainly inconvenient for all.
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Notes:

1. The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WASEA) is the peak body for the sustainable energy industry in Western Australia. 

2. Coverage of Al Gore’s comments at 
http://news.google.com.au/nwshp?hl=en&tab=wn&ncl=1120987189&topic=n 

3. Dr Ray Wills has had a wide-ranging career at different times as researcher, planner, adviser, manager and academic. Dr Wills has substantial expertise in ecology, sustainability, climate change science and the effects of expected future climates on Australia, and is recognised by business, government and community leaders in WA as an authoritative commentator on policy and functional responses to mitigate and adapt to global warming. In addition to his role as Chair of WASEA, Dr Wills is an Adjunct Senior Research Fellow with the School of Earth and Geographical Sciences at the University of Western Australia, and Manager, Sustainability Services, SMEC.
