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BP and Rio Tinto clean coal project in Western Australia

The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc (WA SEA) welcomes the joint announcement by BP and Rio Tinto today of the beginning of a feasibility study into a fully integrated carbon capture and storage power plant to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases associated with electricity generation.

“With the threat of dangerous climate change rapidly increasing, it is absolutely critical we move both our search and deployment of solutions to greenhouse gas emissions to a whole new level of urgency,” says WASEA Chairman Dr Ray Wills

“The announcement today is not a silver bullet, but if the feasibility study shows this approach to be technically and commercially viable, then it will become a critical element in reducing our greenhouse gas emissions in the generation of electricity.”

“We must appreciate that feasibility studies are not a guarantee of a solution. While this work must be done and WASEA applauds this initiative, we must also look to responses available today, and not just wait for measures that will take 10-15 years to show benefits.”

“And solutions have been available for many years,” says Dr Ray Wills. “While we must continue to search for technology-driven carbon negative strategies, we must also start deploying already available renewable energies that can happen now.”

 “In all cases, the best response is to send a signal to the market that allows businesses to make decisions on investments - to both research the best low-emissions and no-emissions technologies, as well as to deploy those technologies that are already available.”

“A national emissions trading scheme that sets a greenhouse gas emission reduction target will do just that.”

‘Renewable energy provides the only technology available today and ready to build today that can provide real and affordable cuts in greenhouse gas emissions.’ says Dr Wills.
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The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WASEA) is the peak body for the sustainable energy industry in Western Australia.

