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To market, to market – selling carbon, buying back the farm, sustaining the economy.

The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc (WASEA) welcomes the Prime Minister John Howard’s Climate Change announcement earlier this morning on further measures to tackle global warming.

‘It is reassuring to hear the Prime Minister acknowledge that stabilising atmospheric concentrations of greenhouse gases will be difficult, but not impossible – but as long as we act today. And our economy need not suffer by tackling this global problem’ says Dr Ray Wills, Chair, WASEA.

‘Responding to climate change will create new jobs in new businesses that are taking up the challenge to take advantage of new opportunities, and the result will be a more sustainable economy,’ says Dr Wills.

‘Many of these opportunities will be in rural Australia building distributed generation using renewable energy projects, and with polluters look to invest in regulated and verified carbon offset schemes using trees or revegetation projects,’ says Dr Wills
The first initiative announced, green vouchers for schools, is a good first step in making our schools more sustainable and will hopefully be used as a tool to further educate children the need to act more sustainably. WASEA hopes this initiative will be extended to include other sustainable products such as photovoltaic (solar energy) systems, insulation, efficient lighting etc. 

WASEA also looks forward to further announcements later today about an emissions trading scheme.

‘It is pleasing to hear that the Government intends to announce a modern and comprehensive carbon trading scheme’ says Dr Wills  

‘The Howard Government needs to establish a carbon trading scheme with clear targets and performance goals. Commercially, no business would operate without targets and goals and all good businesses set continuous improvement goals to grow the business and increase profitability. The Federal Government should adopt similar principles’ says Dr Wills
The time to act is now. WASEA looks forward to future announcements from the Government and most importantly details of how these initiatives will be implemented and when.
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The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WASEA) is the peak body for the sustainable energy industry in Western Australia.  www.wasea.com.au
Notes to editors:

1. The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WASEA) is the peak body for the sustainable energy industry in Western Australia. WASEA works on behalf of all members to ensure that the State and Federal Governments adhere to sustainability principles, and are committed to mitigating greenhouse gas emissions through the deployment of sustainable energy solutions and adopting practical measures to adapt to climate change. As a body strongly supported by industry, but inclusive of community and individual members, WA SEA keeps members informed and fosters productive relationships with key stakeholders. 

2. Dr Ray Wills has had a wide-ranging career as researcher, planner, adviser, consultant, manager and academic. Dr Wills is a recognised expert in ecology, sustainability, climate change science and the effects of expected future climates on environmental and socio-economic issues, as well as policy formulation including market-based policy responses. In addition to being Chair of WASEA, Dr Wills is Manager, Sustainability Services, SMEC, and an Adjunct Senior Research Fellow with the School of Earth and Geographical Sciences at the University of Western Australia. 

