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Just the facts – putting science in Parliament
The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc (WASEA) is pleased to support the inaugural Science at Parliament to be held at Parliament House on Tuesday, 14th August, 2007.

‘This initiative is an important way to get some of Western Australia’s most pre-eminent scientists to speak direct to members of the Legislative Assembly and the Legislative Council about how many issues are affected by science and how good scientific research can influence public policy.’ says Dr Ray Wills, Chair, WASEA

There will be 10 key areas addressed at Science at Parliament which include agriculture, climate change, energy, environment and water resources.

‘The role of science is to inform the community about facts’ says Dr Ray Wills. ‘For example, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change reports released earlier this year provided a scientific assessment of the facts around the warming of our planet. The scientific report on climate change simply informs us of the need for urgent action to address global warming; it is now up to the community and their governments to decide how we will respond.’

Earlier in the year, Dr Wills participated in the national Science meets Parliament event in Canberra, an initiative started in 1999 by the Federation of Australian Science and Technology Societies. 
‘The 2007 event was the second time I had participated in the national Science meets Parliament and it was clear that the MPs and Senators were keen to understand issues relating to climate change, and were ready to discuss how to deal with this global problem’ says Dr Wills
‘I would like to congratulate the Chief Scientist Lyn Beazley together with Scitech CEO Alan Brien and his staff for initiating a Western Australian version, Science at Parliament.’ says Dr Wills.  
I also congratulate the Premier, Hon Alan Carpenter MLA, who through his portfolio responsibility for Science, has provided strong support for the conduct of this event, and of course the Speaker, Hon Fred Riebeling MLA, and the President, Hon Nick Griffiths MLC, for hosting the event.
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