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Opportunity for Australia to lead the world in climate change solutions

The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc (WA SEA) welcomes developments around today’s Council of Australian Government’s (COAG) meeting held in Canberra. 

‘The commitment by all Premiers to establish an emissions trading system will guarantee that something is done to reduce Australia’s greenhouse gas emissions. Ultimately, Australia must be part of a global solution, and commitment across Australia to such a scheme will provide a platform to look for better global cooperation. The Commonwealth Government must put aside politics and join in this initiative to ensure a truly national scheme that minimises regulatory impediments and maximises cooperation between all Australian governments,’ says Dr Ray Wills, Chair, WA SEA

‘It is also pleasing to see the Prime Minister’s commitment of $126 million to establish and run a climate change adaptation centre to keep the nation informed of the likely impacts of global. This centre will logically form a critical hub for the work that must be undertaken to inform planning decisions across the nation,’ says Dr Wills. ‘The Prime Minister must ensure this work starts with great urgency and is fully supported across his Cabinet. The Prime Minister must ensure all of his Ministers accept their responsibilities in this area and work within their respective portfolios to support this work.’

‘Time has come for action. The science has clearly demonstrated that climate change is happening and the State and Commonwealth Governments need to work together for solutions to this global issue.’

‘The solutions have been known for years’ says Dr Ray Wills. ‘As well as implementing a national emissions trading scheme that sets a greenhouse gas emission reduction target, Australia must also commit to an increase in the mandatory renewable energy target, implement better energy efficiency standards across all sectors, particularly transport. Australia 

'I would also like to see the Federal Government tackle stronger measures on National Average Fuel Consumption numbers for new passenger vehicles and introduce rolling three year targets on maximum fuel consumption. The Federal Government have been dragging their feet on mandated energy efficiency targets for the national vehicle fleet' says Dr Wills.

‘Separate targets should also impact on transport/commercial vehicles.  Measures such as this will reduce running costs of Australian vehicles on imported fuels and reduce inflationary pressures on transported goods. Such measures would hopefully be considered by the Reserve Bank in assessing the need for interest rate rises, another matter of interest to all Australians.’

‘These actions must be just a starting point. The Commonwealth and State Governments must also make substantial commitments to the community to deal with the climate change that has in part already been felt, and to get ready for the more severe impacts of global warming that will come in the coming decades,’ says Dr Wills
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