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Where are the Targets on the Climate Change Map?

The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc (WA SEA) supports the call today for the Federal Government’s to commit funds to map climate change.

‘Mapping will give us a clear understanding of the areas at greatest risk so we can start preparing our nation for the effects of climate change’ says Dr Ray Wills, Chair, WA SEA.

‘Over the last 100 years, sea levels have risen in Western Australia by 18.5 cm with IPCC predictions that this will at a minimum probably triple (more than 48 cm) in the next hundred years’ 

‘The potential for a one metre sea level rise by the end of this century is not an extreme estimate, but is well within the bounds of scientifically-based predictions, and indeed this is what has been forecast by Prof Will Steffan from the Australian National University.’ 

‘With those sorts of rises, much of the low lying areas around areas like Perth, Fremantle, Mandurah, Busselton/Margaret River and Broome are under threat, and coastal freshwater swamps will go saline’ says Dr Wills

‘Last year, WA SEA produced simple graphics that illustrated which areas of Mandurah and Rockingham would be potentially impacted by 1 metre and 7 metre sea level rise. Many new coastal developments will potentially be under water within the next100 years. While this simple approach raises awareness, more sophisticated approaches as proposed today must be undertaken to inform planning decisions’ says Dr Wills.

‘Mapping to project sea level rise as a consequence of global warming is just a start. The Government must also make substantial commitments to the community to get ready for the climate change that has in part already been felt in WA, and will become more severe in the coming decades. The Federal and State Governments response must include a strong focus on developing a diversity of renewable energy projects that can immediately deliver sustainable energy sources in Western Australia’ says Dr Wills.

Mandurah and Rockingham sea level rise pictures can be found at: www.wasea.com.au 
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