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WA Budget: Greenhouse in the outhouse

An embarrassingly skimpy funding allocation to climate change action in the Western Australian budget today fails to support Alan Carpenter’s claim to be acting decisively on climate change.

The meagre budget revealed by Treasurer Eric Ripper delivers expenditure that averages around $20 million per year over five years and supported a few isolated actions untied to other parts of the budget fail to take an integrated whole-of-government approach to tackle the enormous challenge that climate change presents, according to the Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WASEA).

WASEA Chairman Dr Ray Wills said, “Alan Carpenter made a very important move in joining the national emissions trading scheme with other state governments. But the inadequate financial commitment in this budget will do little to help Western Australia prepare for the market that will develop as a consequence.”

“The challenge of climate change should be the catalyst for reforming our economy, and in particular a chance to focus on energy – the key challenge in climate change – by taking an integrated approach to develop significant, forward-thinking initiatives on sustainable energy.”

“And the piecemeal and insufficient climate change funding in this budget is at odds with the big ticket items of infrastructure development and tax relief.” 

“The budget could have taken measures to promote energy efficiency across government, business and the community by directing tax relief to first buyers investing in energy efficient home, and stamp duty relief for car buyers directed to those buying energy efficient vehicles. In both cases, home owners and motorists would have continued to reap rewards - an enduring tax cut by savings in energy costs, and of course reducing greenhouse gas emissions.” said Dr Wills

“A reasonable part of the $897 million allocated to fatten Western Power wires to distribute electricity could have been directed with the same effect to undertake more demand side management through energy efficiency measures for domestic and business customers alike. And developing distributed generation by bolstering renewable energy across the network rather than just building fatter wires would have helped build stronger regional communities, better quality electricity networks, and prepared valuable assets for a national emissions trading scheme.”

“The inconvenient truth is the time has run out for approaches that try to tackle global warming with measures that are merely convenient as this budget does.”  
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