Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WASEA) Media Release

9 August 2007

Building Rises to the Stars

The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WASEA) welcomes today’s announcement by the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure, Hon Alannah MacTiernan, that the $200 million commercial building project for 140 William Street will include sustainability measures.

‘Obvious water and energy efficiency measures are often overlooked on high rise projects’ says Dr Ray Wills, Chair, WASEA

‘Businesses which incorporate principles of sustainability such as solar passive design, reap not only significant cost savings and a reduced environmental footprint, but also keeps staff and encourages business productivity.

In a time of skill shortages, anything that maximizes productivity of the workforce is clearly beneficial to business and so the community as a whole. 

‘It is pleasing to see that this will be WA’s first five-star Green rated office building which will set new standards in energy and water efficiency and waste management.’

‘However, this must just be the tip of the ice berg. Given Government’s commitment to action on climate change, we anticipate that this will be the norm for all Government buildings (and public stadiums). Clearly these measures will also be valuable for business to embrace.’ says Dr Wills.
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Notes to editors:

1. The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WASEA) is the peak body for the sustainable energy industry in Western Australia. WASEA works on behalf of all members to ensure that the State and Federal Governments adhere to sustainability principles, and are committed to mitigating greenhouse gas emissions through the deployment of sustainable energy solutions and adopting practical measures to adapt to climate change. As a body strongly supported by industry, but inclusive of community and individual members, WA SEA keeps members informed and fosters productive relationships with key stakeholders. 

2. Dr Ray Wills has had a wide-ranging career as researcher, planner, adviser, consultant, manager and academic. Dr Wills is a recognised expert in ecology, sustainability, climate change science and the effects of expected future climates on environmental and socio-economic issues, as well as policy formulation including market-based policy responses. In addition to being Chair of WASEA, Dr Wills is Manager, Sustainability Services, SMEC, and an Adjunct Senior Research Fellow with the School of Earth and Geographical Sciences at the University of Western Australia. 

