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Research critical to getting ready for climate change in Western Australia

The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc (WA SEA) welcomes Premier Alan Carpenter’s announcement today of a $50 million research programme as a part of a series of measures to investigate the impact of climate change on Western Australia.

“All recent scientific reports describe a greatly increased risk from global warming and the need for immediate action on climate change,” says WASEA Chairman Dr Ray Wills 

“Research to better understand the regional impacts of climate change on Western Australia is a critical step. Research will give us a better understanding of the areas at greatest risk so we can start informing the community and preparing the State for the effects of global warming,” says Dr Wills.

“A key area of research must include understanding the physical changes that will occur along our coast. Over the last 100 years, sea levels have risen by 18.5 cm with the most recent predictions indicating that this will probably at least triple (more than 48 cm) in the next hundred years.” explained Dr Wills

Sea level rise of up to one metre by the end of this century is not an extreme estimate, but is well within the bounds of scientifically-based predictions, and indeed this is what has been forecast by Prof Will Steffan from the Australian National University. 

“With those sorts of rises, much of the low lying areas around areas like Perth, Fremantle, Mandurah, Busselton/Margaret River and Broome are under threat, before the end of this century – within the lifetime of a child born today.” says Dr Wills

The Premier has provided the means for important research work to be done. Science informs the community - it is the community’s role to decide if the consequences of global warming are acceptable based on the science advice. The community must decide what responses are needed and for the Western Australian Government to respond accordingly.

Premier Alan Carpenter has previously said “The community, people, business, want us to move faster on climate change.” The challenge of climate change should be the catalyst for changing the way we think about and plan infrastructure, changing the way we use energy and future proofing our economy by developing an array of sustainable energy solutions for Western Australia.” says Dr Wills
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The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WASEA) is the peak body for the sustainable energy industry in Western Australia.
