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A budget surplus – and greenhouse gas deficit - for WA in 2008.
Treasurer Eric Ripper has today unveiled an increase to Western Australia’s budget surplus that must be invested to ensure all future government projects are free from greenhouse gas emissions according to the Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA).

“The New Year must see the State Government actively investing to procure large supplies of electricity from renewable sources to power government operations, and in substantial efficiency gains through all government activities,” says Dr Ray Wills, CEO of WA SEA.
“The Carpenter Government should aim provide funding to all agencies to produce a substantial net decline in greenhouse gas emissions across all government activities in 2008,” says Dr Wills.

“In particular, Alan Carpenter must commit our Government to ensure new buildings built on the public purse are energy efficient buildings and powered by renewable energy,” says Dr Wills.
“Recent funding commitments to health and the arts failed to consider how this same expenditure could also reduce greenhouse gas emissions in those sectors. If we are to solve global warming, we need joined up thinking that considers the implications of our use of energy in everything we do.”

“For example, iconic new community facilities such as the Fiona Stanley Hospital and the new Perth Stadium must become leading examples of eco-efficient design, and so epitomise the best in efficiency in energy and water use, with a further commitment to power those facilities with renewable energy.” says Dr Wills.

“And in the next few years, the Government should aim to put government operations in the most efficient buildings, either through upgrading existing accommodation or moving to new buildings.  All government procurement programs must be costed to include not just carbon neutrality, but to be carbon negative – taking a bigger share of cutting Western Australia’s greenhouse gas emissions and increasing use of renewable energy to meet Kevin Rudd’s national 20% renewable energy target.”
“There is little doubt 2007 was the Year of Talking the Talk on climate change – 2008 must be the Year of Walking the Walk. The Western Australian Government has said it will Act Now, and 2008 is the time to take action,” says Dr Wills.
“A vision for the future for Western Australia – and Australia - should change the way we use energy and reduce the risk of inflation in our economy by developing an array of sustainable energy solutions for Australians that are less exposed to the increasing cost of energy tied to the rising price of non-renewable fuels,” says Dr Wills.
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