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Coal in WA’s greenhouse Christmas stocking – 

we must Act Now to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, not increase them.
Yesterday’s announcement by Energy Minister Fran Logan of the acquisition of new electricity generation from a new coal-fired power station that will produce new greenhouse gas emissions. 

The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) says it is now time for Premier Alan Carpenter to commit Western Australia to do something real to start reducing greenhouse gas emissions in this State.

Signing Kyoto means Australia is now committed to reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

“But it seems we are ignoring the obvious  - to reduce emissions, we have to actually – here it is - reduce emissions. At the moment Western Australia is simply committing to add more greenhouse pollution to the world,” says Dr Ray Wills, CEO of WA SEA.
“The Western Australian Government must be decisive, taking immediate action. The most obvious thing to do is to immediately revise WA’s current renewable energy target of 15% by 2020 and increase it to meet the Federal Government’s target of 20%,” says Dr Wills.
“Further, Alan Carpenter should ensure we start building all new electricity generation from a combination of renewable sources and highly efficient cogeneration technologies today, and ramp up the work to take Western Australia to improved energy efficiency and lower greenhouse gas emissions across all sectors of industry.”

It is WA SEA’s view that the State Government should ensure any growth in generation capacity comes only from a combination of renewable sources and efficiency gains through cogeneration technologies, while simultaneously insisting on the retirement of the most inefficient, highest emissions power stations in the state within two years, with these to be replaced with lower emissions plant with much higher thermal-efficiency.

“To tackle the enormous problem of climate change and to actively reduce our greenhouse gas emissions, we need to do more that just that which is convenient - we need to do that which is required,” says Dr Wills.

“This will require multiple measures across all available technologies and using all available energy efficiency measures. Market competition is important in the long term, but in the short term new technologies will need support to make it to the commercial phase – the urgency of dealing with climate change is that these cannot be left to natural market processes to grow to that point, but that significant measures must be in place to ensure that the potential of new technologies is reached as fast as possible.”

“A vision for the future for Western Australia – and Australia - should change the way we use energy and reduce the risk of inflation in our economy by developing an array of sustainable energy solutions for Australians that are less exposed to the increasing cost energy tied to the rising price of fossil fuels,” says Dr Wills.
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Editors notes:

1. The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) is the peak body for the sustainable energy industry in Western Australia. www.wasea.com.au
2. Energy Minister Fran Logan - http://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/media/media.nsf/0c079b992e7e607a48256a5a0016e16b/e13e94c6a43f57e0c82573b800210192?OpenDocument
