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Greenhouse gases - if we don’t act now, expect higher targets, more cost.
The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) warns Prime Minister Kevin Rudd that Australia must commit to real and large targets on climate change.

“The biggest danger from the ongoing work on the science of climate change is not ‘pessimism’ but the reverse - science is inherently conservative. It is likely future forecasts of climate impacts will be greater, not smaller, just as has occurred in the last six years. Interim targets set conservatively now are almost a guarantee of doing too little, of creating measures that are simply too small,” says Dr Ray Wills, CEO of WA SEA.
“If the study into emissions trading by Professor Garnaut only delivers a minimalist target for Australia, we can expect with certainty the need for an even higher target to quickly follow, and we will be busy implementing initiatives that will simply not solve the problem. And that will not be good for a market-based solution – it will create turbulence in the market and with certainty will end up costing us more.” 

“We can’t just do that which is convenient, we have to do what is required,” says Dr Wills.

“But, the Prime Minister should not be concerned about meeting targets - as long as he is decisive, taking immediate action in Australia to ensure we start building all new electricity generation from renewable sources today, and ramps up the work to take Australia to improved energy efficiency and lower greenhouse gas emissions across all sectors of industry,” says Dr Wills.

“An investment in the range of $25 to 30 billion over the next decade should easily deal with the challenge of tackling a 2020 emission target in the range of 25-40% cuts. The Federal Government has promised $34 billion in tax cuts over several years; companies can lose more value than that on the ASX in a day. By comparison, $30 billion invested in renewable energy over a decade is not a big number and it would make a world of difference.”
“The Federal and State Governments should act to ensure any growth in generation capacity comes only from renewable sources, while simultaneously insisting on the retirement of the most inefficient, highest emissions power stations in the nation within two years, with these to be replaced with lower emissions plant with much higher thermal-efficiency.”

‘And both State and Federal Government should move to quickly ramp up standards on energy efficient buildings and vehicles, and to immediately announce upgrades of their own procurement programs that put government operations in the most efficient buildings, either through upgrading existing accommodation or moving to new buildings. Governments should also announce immediate improvements to fleet procurement standards to ensure governments are buying and using only the most efficient vehicles.”
 “A vision for the future for Australia should change the way we use energy and reduce the risk of inflation in our economy by developing an array of sustainable energy solutions for Australia that are less exposed to the increasing cost of fossil fuels,” says Dr Wills.
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Editors notes:

1. The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) is the peak body for the sustainable energy industry in Western Australia. www.wasea.com.au
2. Dr Ray Wills has more than 25 years experience in working for government, Parliament, industry, industry bodies, NGOs and academia. Dr Wills is recognised by business, government and community leaders in WA as an authoritative commentator on policy and functional responses to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and adapt to global warming. In addition to being CEO of WA SEA, Dr Wills is an Adjunct Senior Research Fellow with the School of Earth and Geographical Sciences at the University of Western Australia.

