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Green light for Christmas – and for the world.

The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) wants all Western Australians to power their Christmas lights with renewable energy this Christmas.

“As the world moves to meet the challenge of reducing our greenhouse gas emissions, we need to rethink the way we us energy, just as we are rethinking the way we use water,” says Dr Ray Wills, CEO of WA SEA. 
“Celebrating Christmas shouldn’t cost the Earth,” says Dr Wills.
“Christmas is a time of hope and joy and celebration – lets have high hopes for the future by making the right choices now”.

A green-energy shopping list for family and friends can include:

· a bicycle,

· Smart Rider cards, charged with credit, to catch the bus or train,

· a voucher for an energy audit to find out how to reduce energy consumption at home, 

· a new energy efficient fridge, 

· a packet of energy efficient light globes as a stocking filler, 

· walking shoes,

· solar lights for the garden or a solar pump for the fish pond,

· solar chargers for your portable devices,

· gifts of renewable energy such as green power from Synergy, and

· a solar hot water system or a solar panel for the roof.

“All non-renewable power we consume contributes to the greenhouse effect and so we need to make wise energy choices and not use energy wastefully. Christmas lights obviously consume electricity but if we used renewable energy, our celebrations don’t have to contribute to greenhouse gas emissions and global warming.”

“We wouldn’t dream of celebrating Christmas by calling on everyone to turn on all their sprinklers in every street on every day in the lead up to Christmas – why is it ok to do this with energy?”

“The various Christmas lights competitions around Perth obviously encourage people to increase their electricity use – choosing green energy to power them will mean the fun and spectacle need not cost the earth. And wouldn’t it be great if the prize for the winning house was doubled if they were doing it with renewable energy.”

WA SEA wishes all Western Australians a renewable Christmas and a very sustainable New Year – and century.
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Editors notes:

1. The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) is the peak body for the sustainable energy industry in Western Australia. www.wasea.com.au
