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Farming climate change – sustaining the bush.

An Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics (ABARE) suggesting a massive decline in farm production and agricultural export earnings in coming decades unless we can halt climate change or adapt to it underscores the need to strengthen rural communities to help with the battle against climate change, according to the Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA).
“Responding to climate change will create new business, new employment opportunities, and a more sustainable economy in Australia. Many of these opportunities will of necessity be spread across the regions in rural Australia – not just growing biofuels, but also building, supplying and maintaining regionally distributed renewable energy generation plant.” says Dr Ray Wills, CEO of WA SEA.
“Further, responding to climate change will diversify our industry base. It will create new businesses that are taking up the challenge to take advantage of new opportunities, and the result will be a more sustainable economy”

“Kyoto will open up investment in biosequestration by European investors looking to buy carbon rights in plantations in regulated and verified carbon offset schemes using trees or revegetation projects. These investments are likely to be in the billions of dollars.”

“Signing Kyoto will focus the development of an emissions trading system – agricultural emissions are not yet mooted for the Australian emissions trading system, and are more likely managed through a regulatory approach.”

“Opportunities for rural WA will be many and various – from producing carbon credits for the carbon trading environment to supplying resources to the biofuels market – either biomass for electricity generation or feed stocks for bioethanol and biodiesel production.”

“In addition, further land will be required to be dedicated to wind farms and solar farms.”

“These opportunities will be driven by both emissions reduction targets and by renewable energy targets in Australia, and through demand from international markets once we are formally part of Kyoto. Investors turned up in SW WA before late last century as Kyoto started, but then turned away when we failed to sign Kyoto earlier in this decade.”

“It is not often an opportunity presents itself twice.” says Dr Wills.
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Editors notes:

1. The Western Australian Sustainable Energy Association Inc. (WA SEA) is the peak body for the sustainable energy industry in Western Australia. www.wasea.com.au
2. Dr Ray Wills has more than 25 years experience in working for government, Parliament, industry, industry bodies, NGOs and academia. Dr Wills is recognised by business, government and community leaders in WA as an authoritative commentator on policy and functional responses to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and adapt to global warming. In addition to being CEO of WA SEA, Dr Wills is an Adjunct Senior Research Fellow with the School of Earth and Geographical Sciences at the University of Western Australia.

